
 

SCHOOL TO HOME CONNECTION 

	 	 	 	 		Social	Teaching	of	the	Month	
	

	

		Ways	to	practice	solidarity…	
 Participate in ecumenical gatherings and attend ethnic festivals and 

celebrations. 
 Seek out opportunities to know people of other races, cultures, and 

religions. 
 Take time to listen to others. 
 Learn about how the Church works in other countries helping those in 

need. 
 Share your talents and treasure and your time with those most 

vulnerable. Volunteer as a family at a local food pantry or women’s 
shelter 

 Be mindful-remember that not everyone has the resource and luxuries 
we are accustomed to. Take shorter showers, live a day without 
electricity… 

 

 

		Weekly	Virtue	Schedule	For	September	
	
  August 31 – September 4  Faith   St. Martha  
 
  September 7-11  Hope   St. Maria Faustina Kowalska 
 
  September 14-18  Charity  St. Francis Xavier 
 
  September 21-25  Temperance  St. Josemaria Escriva 
 
  September 28--October 2 Honesty  St. Peter of Verona 
 

	

CATHOLIC	SOCIAL	
TEACHING	

The social teaching of 
the Church is a rich 
treasury of wisdom 
about building a just 
society and living lives 
of holiness amidst the 
challenges of a modern 
society.  

As human beings, we are 
made to be social. Man 
cannot live without love, 
and love does not exist 
in isolation.  

The way that we 
navigate our society and 
live the call to holiness 
must be modeled after 
Christ Himself if we are 
to be authentic Catholic 
Christians. 

  

SOLIDARITY‐	The	Catholic	Social	Teaching	focus	for	September	
We are one human family, whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, 
and ideological differences. As a principle of social order, solidarity serves 
to overcome the structures of sin and to create a “civilization of love.”  We 
are all connected  Our solidarity with our one human family motivates us 
to pursue true justice and peace. In the midst of suffering, especially in 
violence and conflict, we are called by the Church to work for peace. 
Solidarity requires richer nations to aid poorer ones, commands respect 
for different cultures, demands justice in international relationships, and 
calls all nations to live in peace with one another. 		

SEPTEMBER 



VIRTUES		AND	SAINTS	FOR	THE	MONTH	OF	SEPTEMBER		
 

VIRTUE	 SAINT	
FAITH:	Faith is a gift from God that 
enables us to believe the truths 
revealed by Him about Himself that 
are contained in Sacred Tradition (the 
teachings handed on from Christ) and 
Sacred Scripture. We could never 
know these truths about God on our 
own, since they transcend the power 
of human reason. We receive the gift of 
faith from God in Baptism.	

ST.	MARTHA:	Patron Saint of homemakers, housewives, and 
cooks. Martha, Mary, and their brother Lazarus were close 
friends of Jesus. He came to their home simply as a welcomed 
guest, Jesus and his disciples were welcomed with gracious 
hospitality. Martha’s great glory is her simple strong statement 
of faith in Jesus after her brother’s death. “Jesus told her, ‘I am 
the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he 
dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord. I have 
come to believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one 
who is coming into the world’” (John 11:25-27)	

CHARITY:	Charity enables one to love 
as God loves. It purifies the human 
heart, enabling one to will the good of 
another. Charity shows the proper 
order of love—love of God, love of self, 
love of others. This is the focus of our 
Student Code of Conduct. The 
supernatural gift of charity is infused 
into the soul by God in Baptism. 

ST.	MARIA	FAUSTINA	KOWALSKA:	Sister Faustina was a young, 
uneducated nun from Poland during the 1930’s. She received 
extraordinary messages from our Lord Jesus. Jesus asked Sr. 
Faustina to record these experiences, which she compiled into 
notebooks. These notebooks are known today as the Diary	of	
Saint	Maria	Faustina	Kowalska,	and the words contained within 
are God’s loving message of Divine Mercy. Today, we continue to 
rely on St. Faustina as a constant reminder of the message to 
trust in Jesus’ endless mercy, and to live life mercifully toward 
others. 

HOPE:	The virtue of hope responds to 
the deepest aspirations of the human 
heart, assuring us that Jesus is the 
“answer to the question posed by 
every human life.” (St. John Paul II, Oct. 
1995) By hope we desire heaven, 
placing our trust in Jesus Christ and 
not in our own strength. Hope inspires 
us to direct our actions toward God 
above all else. 

ST.	FRANCIS	XAVIER:	Francis Xavier was one of the most 
prolific missionaries of the Roman Catholic history. He was 
instrumental in the establishment of Christianity in India, the 
Mala Archipelago, and Japan. Modern scholars estimated that he 
baptized 30,000 converts during his lifetime. He is the “Patron of 
Catholic Missions.” Francis Xavier was a co-founding member of 
the religious order called the Society of Jesus (Jesuit) and became 
its first Superior General at Paris in 1541.  

TEMPERANCE:	Temperance is a 
cardinal virtue that brings order to our 
life, particularly our emotion. 
Temperance guides us in our 
enjoyment of good things in balanced 
moderation, never in excess. We need 
temperance to avoid being extravagant 
in lifestyle or expenditure. 

ST.	JOSEMARIA	ESCRIVA:	While on retreat in Madrid in 1928, 
God showed Fr. Josemaria his specific mission: he was to found 
Opus Dei, an institution within the Catholic Church dedicated to 
helping people in all walks of life to follow Christ, to seek 
holiness in their daily life and grow in love for God and their 
fellow men and women. Fr. Josemaira dedicated all his strength 
to fulfill this mission. In 1930, he started Opus Die’s apostolic 
work with women, making it clear that they had the same 
responsibility as men to serve society and the Church 

HONESTY:	Sincerity, openness, and 
truthfulness in one’s words and 
actions. Honesty is when you speak the 
truth and act truthfully.	

ST.	PETER	OF	VERONA:	A 13th century Dominican priest, who 
became famous for moving people to conversion through his 
preaching and miracles. He was eventually killed because he 
proclaimed the truth so effectively. He was the first canonized 
martyr of the Dominican Order. 


