
 

SCHOOL TO HOME CONNECTION 

	 	 	 	 		Social	Teaching	of	the	Month	
	
	

Ways	to	be	good	stewards	of	God’s	creation:	
 Reduce waste: buy less, choose reusable options, recycle, 

reduce packaging, compost	
 Conserve engery: shorter showers, heat turned down, turn 

lights off	
 Eat real, local food: helps sustain local farmers, less 

processing, less packaging	
 Discuss as a family how you can be better stewards of the 

environment	

“We human beings are not 
only the beneficiaries but 
also the stewards of other 
creatures. Thanks to our 
bodies, God has joined us so 
closely to the world around 
us that we can feel the 
desertification of the soil 
almost as a physical ailment, 
and the extinction of a 
species as a painful 
disfigurement. Let us not 
leave in our wake a swath of 
destruction and death which 
will affect our own lives and 
those of future generations.” 
(Pope Francis, The	Joy	of	the	
Gospel[Evangelii Guadium], 
no. 215) 

“Creation is not a property, 
which we can rule over at 
will; or, even less, is the 
property of only a few: 
Creation is a gift, it is a 
wonderful gift that God has 
given us, so that we care for it 
and we use it for the benefit 
of all, always with great 
respect and gratitude.”     
Pope	Francis 

CARE	FOR	GOD’S	CREATION		
The	Catholic	Social	Teaching	focus	for	April	&	May	
We show  our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of creation. 
Care for the earth is not just an Earth Day slogan, it is a requirement 
of our faith. We are called to protect people and the planet, living our 
faith in relationship with  all of God’s creation. This environmental 
challenge has fundamental moral and ethical dimensions that cannot 
be ignored.	

 Genesis 1:1-31   

        God made the heavens and the earth and it was  good. 

 Genesis 2:15   

         Humans are commanded to care for God’s  creation. 

 
We are in awe at the extent of God’s love for us and His boundless 
mercy towards us, and we realize that through the gift of His creation, 
God provides for his children. In Genesis1:26, we read “Then God said: 
‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. Let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and the cattle, and 
over all the wild animals and all the creatures that crawl on the 
ground.’” We are at the summit of God’s creation, and one of the ways 
we resemble God is the dominion God has given us over his creation. 
This “dominion” is not the same as domination or destruction. We are 
called to exercise dominion over the earth, which means acting as good 
and responsible stewards. We must help the earth produce food and 
shelter for human survival in a way that benefits all and does not 
destroy the earth. 
 

APRIL & MAY 



Weekly	Virtue	Schedule	For	April	
	

April 5   Patience   St. Gianna Molla 
April 12    Perserverance  St. Monica 
April 19  Prudence   St. Boniface 
April 26    Parts of Prudential Acts St. Peter Camisius 

 

VIRTUES	AND	SAINTS	FOR	THE	MONTH	OF	APRIL	
 

VIRTUE	 SAINT	
PATIENCE:	
Bearing present 
difficulties calmly.	

ST.	GIANNA	MOLLA:	Gianna understood the realities of being a wife, doctor, 
and working mother. She believed deeply in the holiness of the family and in 
the sanctity of human life. It was this deep belief that gave her the courage to 
entrust herself and her family to God’s loving hands. 

PERSEVERANCE:	
Taking the steps 
necessary to carry out 
objectives in spite of 
difficulties. 

ST.	MONICA:	St. Monica, prayed for her son's conversion (St. Augustine) for 
seventeen years, certainly knew what it felt like to have to wait; to encounter 
hardships, frustrations, and disappointments with a strong faith and with 
perseverance. Often invoked as a patron of the virtue of patience, she never 
wavered in praying for the conversion of her husband and son. In the end, 
both of them converted and her son, Augustine, even became a Doctor of the 
Church.	

PRUDENCE:	
Enables one to reason 
and to act rightly in any 
given situation – “right 
reason in action” 

ST.	BONIFACE:	Boniface, known as the apostle of the Germans, was an English 
Benedictine monk who gave up being elected abbot to devote his life to the 
conversion of the Germanic tribes.  
During a final mission to the Frisians, Boniface and 53 companions were 
massacred while he was preparing converts for confirmation.	

PARTS	OF	
PRUDENTIAL	ACTS	

GOOD COUNCIL:	
(ask & listen) 
Seeking advice from a 
reasonable person.	

	
	
	
	
ST.	PETER	CAMISIUS:	The energetic life of Peter Canisius should demolish 
any stereotypes we may have of the life of a saint as dull or routine. Peter lived 
his 76 years at a pace which must be considered heroic, even in our time of 
rapid change. A man blessed with many talents, Peter is an excellent example 
of the scriptural man who develops his talents for the sake of the Lord’s work.	
 
	 

GOOD JUDGEMENT: 
(think) 
Thinking rightly about a 
decision.	

COMMAND: 
(act) 
Directly acting upon a 
sound decision.	

 

 

 

 



 

SCHOOL TO HOME CONNECTION 

Weekly	Virtue	Schedule	For	May	
	

May 3   Circumspection  St. Edmund Campion 
May10     Docility   BL. Jacinta and Fransico 
May 17  Foresight   St. Gregory the Great 

 

VIRTUES	AND	SAINTS	FOR	THE	MONTH	OF	MAY	
VIRTUE	 SAINT	
CIRCUMSPECTION:	
Careful consideration of 
circumstances and 
consequences 

ST.	EDMUND	CAMPION:	Edmund was born in London, the son of a 
bookseller. He was raised a Catholic, given a scholarship to St. John’s College, 
Oxford when he was fifteen. His brilliance attracted the attention of Queen 
Elizabeth and he became an Anglican deacon in 1564. Doubt about 
Protestanism increasingly beset him, and in 1569 he went to Ireland where 
further study convinced him he had been in error, and he returned to 
Catholicism. Edmund later went to France, where he studied theology and 
joined the Jesuits. He was ordained in 1578 and was sent to England. His 
activities among the Catholics, the distribution of his Decem rationes at the 
University Church in Oxford, and the premature release of his Brag made him 
the object of one of the most intensive manhunts in English history. He 
eventually was tortured and then hanged, drawn, and quartered because of 
his priesthood. He was canonized by Pope Paul VI in 1970. 

DOCILITY:	
Willingness to be taught 

BL.	JACINTA	AND	FRANCISCO:	Francisco and Jacinta Marto along with their 
cousin were the children from Aljustrel near Fátima, Portugal, who witnessed 
three apparitions of an angel in 1916 and several apparitions of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary in 1917. Following their experiences, Francisco preferred to pray 
alone, as he said, “to console Jesus for the sins of the world.” Jacinta was 
deeply affected by a terrifying vision of Hell reportedly shown to the children 
at the third apparition. She became deeply convinced of the need to save 
sinners through penance and sacrifice as the Virgin had reportedly instructed 
the children to do. On May 10, 2000, both Francisco and Jacinta were beatified 
and on May 13, 2017, on the 100th Anniversary of Fatima, Francisco Marto 
was canonized by Pope Francis. 	

FORESIGHT:	
Consideration of the 
consequences of one’s 
actions; thinking ahead 

ST.	GREGORY	THE	GREAT:	Pope Saint Gregory I, also known as the Great, 
was the Pope of the Catholic Church between 590 and 604 AD. Gregory’s 
family was very wealthy and owned estates on the island of Sicily which 
provided income. Gregory was well educated and an expert in Law. He became 
the Prefect of Rome when he was only 33 years old. Gregory was proclaimed 
pope by acclamation in 590. Pope Gregory was famous for the emphasis he 
put on missionary work. He sent many people out to bring many to Jesus and 
into the Church. Because of Pope Gregory’s respect for the poor, the Church 
became the most respected and obeyed force in Rome and across Italy. From 
the time of Gregory onwards, the people looked to the Church for government 
rather than the distant and indifferent emperors in Constantinople. 			
	

 


