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Poet and Anglican priest John Donne rebukes 
death because of the hope Christians have for 
everlasting life—when “death shall be no more; 
Death, thou shalt die.”

The ultimate defeat of our ancient enemy in the 
victory of Christ and His resurrection from the 
dead is the basis of Donne’s confidence. God wins 
in the end. Case closed.

In the words of the Catholic funeral liturgy, “Into 
your hands, Father of mercies, we commend our 
brother/sister in the sure and certain hope that, 
together with all who have died in Christ, he/she 
will rise with him … help us who remain to comfort 
one another with assurances of faith, until we 
all meet in Christ and are with you and with our 
brother/sister forever.”

In faith, we pray for the repose of the souls of all 
the faithful departed, that they may share in all 
the fruits of Christ’s victory over death. In hope, 
we pray that we will all meet again in Christ’s 
Heavenly Kingdom. In charity, we pray that we 
would never be separated from God, Who is love, 
and that we would console one another with His 
compassion.

These faith foundations give us sure footing when 
the shadow of death dims the path of life. 

Our Deacon family has endured its share of 
especially difficult deaths this school year: parents, 

pastors, religious, alumni, relatives, and friends. 
Many of the deaths were sudden. At the funerals, 
we wept, said our farewells, and offered our 
prayers.

One of the most sudden and surprising deaths was 
that of a young alumnus, whose class graduation 
picture graced the cover of this magazine in 2018.
Joseph Osborne Keller ’18 died at the age of 21 
on the vigil of Pentecost (Saturday, May 22, 2021) 
at St. Mary’s Hospital in Rochester, Minnesota.
I had just seen him at graduation parties the 
weekend before.

By mid-week, he had been anointed by Shanley 
Chaplain, Fr. William Slattery. On Friday, he was 
transported to Rochester for medical care and there 
was a call for prayers. Members of the Deacon 
family gathered in our Mary Garden at 5:00 pm to 
offer a Rosary for Joe’s healing and for his family. 
Joe passed away at 7:00 the next evening.
Joe had earned the well-deserved nickname 
“Superfan” and was named to the Shanely Athletic 
Club Hall of Fame this spring for his faithful, 
zealous, and joyful support of the Shanley Deacons.
Joe did all that from the wheelchair he needed 
since age 10 at Nativity School. He had been 
diagnosed with Duchenne muscular dystrophy 
in kindergarten. While advancing through our 
Catholic schools, Joe exercised his passion for 
Shanley sports and played an instrumental, 
inspirational role in the success of many Deacon 
teams.
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“Death, be not proud. - John Donne, Holy Sonnet 10
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Reunion Weekend

June 25-27

Shanley Alumni @ MN Twins

August 10

Homecoming Week

September 19-25

Orv Kelly Shanley Scramble 

September 20

Class of 1960 Reunion,

Class of 1965 Reunion,

Sacred Heart/Shanley 

Golden Reunion

September 24-25

Hall of Fame/Mike & Karen Hofer 

Deacon Award Banquet

September 25

Deacon Happy Hour

Minneapolis

September 30

49th Annual JPII Memorial Mass

November 2, 2021

FOR A FULL LIST OF ACTIVITIES AND 
EVENT DETAILS, PLEASE VISIT:

https://alumni.jp2schools.org/events
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Upcoming Events
At the time of his death, he had just finished his Junior 
year of college at MSUM, where he was studying 
broadcast journalism and continuing his love of sports.

I was blessed to be Joe’s Religion teacher his freshmen 
year at Shanley, and I will readily admit that Joe 
taught me so many simple, profound lessons from his 
wheelchair: gratitude, patience, perseverance, joy, hope, 
and faith to name just a few.

As I thought of words to describe Joe and the daily 
lessons he taught all of us, this list came to mind:

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control.” 

That’s St. Paul in his letter to the Galatians, chapter 5, 
verse 22. To me, those Biblical fruits of the Spirit are a 
fitting description of Joe at his best. His joy, for example, 
was deep and abiding, something that flowed from the 
depths within. Thanks be to God for Joe’s example of 
living joyfully. More than almost anyone I’ve known 
personally, Joe seemed to keep the commandment—and 
it is a commandment, an imperative—from St. Paul, who 
wrote in Philippians 4:4: “Rejoice in the Lord always. I 
shall say it again: Rejoice!”

Perhaps it’s no coincidence that Joe died on the eve 
of Pentecost, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. In a 
famous sermon, St. Anthony of Padua preached, “The 
man who is filled with the Holy Spirit speaks in different 
languages. These different languages are different 
ways of witnessing to Christ, such as humility, poverty, 
patience, and obedience; we speak in those languages 
when we reveal in ourselves these virtues to others. 
Actions speak louder than words; let your words teach 
and your actions speak.”

Joe’s joy and other virtues spoke loudly. Let’s thank God 
for his example while continuing to  pray for the repose 
of his soul and for his parents, Gary and Joni Keller, 
his sister, Kayla Keller ‘14, his classmates and friends, 
and all members of our Deacon family who miss him so 
dearly.

And remember with “sure and certain hope,” that in the 
biggest game of all, God wins. Lord, increase our faith. 
AMEN.

  ————————————————————————————
The Joseph O. Keller Memorial Scholarship has been 
established at JPII Catholic Schools by Joe’s family. 
Donations to the scholarship fund are welcome and can 
be sent via our alumni webpage or to our Advancement 
Office at 5600 25th Street South, Fargo, ND 58104

www.jp2schools.org
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Back in the Shanley Gym for this Year’s Ceremony
Graduation 2021
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Our Class of 2021 Grads

CONCORIDA 
COLLEGE

Calvin Clasen
Dylan Erholtz

Charlene Geraci
Dylan Halberstadt

Hailey Jaeger
Carly Jordahl
Mateo Leslie

Post-Graduation Plans

UNIVERSITY OF 
MINNESOTA 
Andrew Simon

MINNESOTA 
STATE UNIVERSITY 

MOORHEAD
Alexa Lorshbough

ST. JOHN’S 
UNIVERSITY

Cooper Mattern

MINNESOTA 
STATE UNIVERSITY 

MANKATO
Makenna Bares

UNIVERSITY OF 
MINNESOTA 
CROOKSTON
Daniel Russel UNIVERSITY OF 

MINNESOTA 
DULUTH

Joelle Bauer
Emily Hook

BETHEL 
UNIVERSITY
Benjamin Ostlie

MINNESOTA STATE 
COMMUNITY 

AND TECHNICAL 
COLLEGEMOORHEAD

Brock Buisker
Edward Huber

UNIVERSITY OF 
ST. THOMAS

Lander Friedrichs

COLLEGE OF 
ST. BENEDICT
Lydia Mattern

WINONA STATE 
UNIVERSITY
Jensen Drake

ST. CATHERINE 
UNIVERSITY
Greta McArthur

NORTH DAKOTA 
STATE COLLEGE 

OF SCIENCE
Grayson Careaga

Hunter Duske

UNIVERSITY OF 
JAMESTOWN

Kate Busek

Jeremy Ajeo
Landon Allex

Katherine Appel
Breann Augdahl
Patrick Blaschke

Henry Collins
Braden DeKeyser

Adam Dietz
Charles Hapka

Frank Jirik
Nathan Johnson
Brooklyn Kelsch
Abby Leininger

Blake Nelson
Isabelle Noesen
Isaac Nordick

Finnian O’Donnell
Lily Roshau

Abigail Ruch
Adam Salonen

Grace Savageau
Jed Smith
Kyle Stich

Noah Tarnasky
Tory Ulmer

Michael Welch

NORTH DAKOTA 
STATE UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY OF 
MARY

Braeden Bloch
Simon Bowden
Moriku Hakim
Austin Kilen

Ashley 
Motschenbacher

UNIVERSITY OF 
NORTH DAKOTA

Hunter Hannesson
Amanda Kadlec

Benjamin Leiviska
Megan Mathison
Ethan McAllister
Benjamin Mehus
Christian Melting

Casey Michelson
Jeremy Novack
Noah Roeber
Blake Rogen

Mitchell Runcorn
Reece Rustad
Zach Sandy

THE DEACON / SPRING 2021
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UNDECIDED

Elizabeth Dabbert
Matthew Hulstein

Thane Kruk
Megan Meyer

Elfreda Naatehn
Ingrid Otterson

Justin Pierce

SOUTH DAKOTA 
STATE UNIVERSITY

Eric Anderson

WP CAREY SCHOOL 
OF BUSINESS 

ARIZONA STATE 
UNIVERSITY
Haley Hennen

UNIVERSITY 
OF WISCONSIN 

RIVER FALLS
Mariah Burd

UNIVERSITY 
OF WISCONSIN 

LACROSSE
Gavin Vink

DRAKE 
UNIVERSITY

Paulina Saakwa-Mante

MONTANA STATE 
UNIVERSITY 
BOZEMAN

Crysta Schanzenbach

UNIVERSITY 
OF NEBRASKA 

LINCOLN
Grace Dye

WICHITA STATE 
UNIVERSITY
Carson Dean

PURDUE 
UNIVERSITY
Vanessa Berg

STANFORD 
UNIVERSITY
Emmet Kenney

UNIVERSITY 
OF ARIZONA 

TUCSON
Jacob Hamel

GRAND CANYON
UNIVERSITY

Grant Tharaldson

JACKSONVILLE 
UNIVERSITY
Mia Krueger

MIAMI DADE 
COLLEGE

Luke Madson

UNIVERSITY OF 
UTAH

Azure Ries

Andrew Wieland

ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Carter Kochmann
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2021 Legacy Graduates2021 Legacy Graduates

Hunter Hannesson & Justin Hannesson ‘90 Emmet Kenney & Diane (Moraghan) 
Kenney ‘84

Henry Collins & J. Michael 
Collins ‘65

Carly Jordahl & Angela Jordahl ‘89

Simon Bowden & Bridget (McAllister) 
Bowden ‘94

Benjamin Leiviska & Renne (Sauvageau) 
Leiviska ‘96

Adam Dietz & David Dietz ‘87

Calvin Clasen & Renee (Keller) Clasen ‘93

Lander Friedrichs & Matt Friedrichs ‘88

Megan Mathison & Brian Mathison ‘89

Grayson Careaga & Karen (Sauvageau) 
Careaga ‘88

Andrew Simon & Eugene Simon ‘84

Tory Ulmer & Sandy (Stromme) Ulmer ‘67 Michael Welch & Julie (Price) Welch ‘89

THE DEACON / SPRING 2021

Abigail “Abby” Conrad ‘20, Rachel (Wold) 
Conrad ‘91 Don Wold ‘61

*Correction:  We inadvertently missed a 
2020 Legacy Graduate in the last issue of 

the Deacon.  Our apologies.*



Isabelle Noesen, Samantha (Crary) Noesen ‘92, Todd Noesen ‘92, Peter Crary ‘65

Elizabeth Dabbert, Kathy (Wehage) Dabbert ‘89, Richard 
Wehage ‘53

Reece Rustad, Lucas Rustad ‘95, Mary (Cossette) Rustad ‘70, Randall Rustad ‘68, Clifford Cossette ‘38 

Christian Melting, Nancy Leingang ‘83, James Melting ‘83

Grace Savageau, Joe Savageau ‘82, Jim Savageau ‘49 Alexa Lorshbough, Angie (Hogue) Lorshbough ‘96 Diane 
(Anderson) Olson ‘72

Zach Sandy, Kary (Mehl) Sandy ‘90 Tim Sandy ‘89, Mary Ann (Klein) Mehl ‘71, Paul Mehl ‘71

11www.jp2schools.org
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Miracle Smiles: Lydia & Cooper Mattern
By Mike Hagstrom & Mattern Family

“My heart is full as I think back on the past 19 years and sharing their story 
brings me joy as their mom.” -Jamie Mattern 

Twins Lydia and Cooper Mattern, members 
of the Class of 2021, are typical examples 
of Shanley’s well-rounded graduates: solid 
academics, service-oriented as members of 
Teens For Life, Service Club, and Student 
Ambassadors, maturing in faith, and 
successful athletes and team leaders. 

Cooper earned All State Quarterback honors 
in football and Lydia was a key member of 
state championship teams in soccer and 
basketball. Lydia also was selected by her 
classmates to serve as a member of Mary’s 
Court for May Crowning.

Their education and formation in JPII 
Catholic Schools prepared them well for 
their next steps as Cooper plans to attend 

Saint John’s University and Lydia plans to 
attend the College of Saint Benedict.

But those achievements are truly 
remarkable in light of the adversity they 
faced at birth.

May 13, 2002

Married three years and living in Prior 
Lake, Minnesota, parents Jamie and Troy 
Mattern knew their developing twins as 
“Baby A” and “Baby B” in the course of a 
normal pregnancy.

At 26 weeks, however, Jamie started to 
experience some sudden complications 
and after what they assumed would be 



a quick check on the babies at 
Fairview Southdale, she was 
eventually taken by ambulance to 
Abbott Northwestern Hospital in 
Minneapolis where the unexpected 
started to unfold.

There, after 5 days of being 
hospitalized and receiving steroid 
shots to assist in the development 
of the babies’ lungs, the doctor 
came into their room on Mother’s 
Day, and told Troy and Jamie that 
the twins would need to be delivered 
the next morning by C-section—with 
just a 60 % chance of survival.

Troy wrote in his journal, “Jamie and 
I just held each other and said lots of 
prayers and we just put everything into 
God’s hands.”

The twins were born on Monday morning, 
May 13, 2002 in a procedure that lasted 
just over twenty minutes.
Troy recalled, “I still remember Jamie 
saying to me as tears rolled down her face 
‘we have our boy and our girl’…I got to see 
our baby girl first and I just broke down in 
tears. It was such an amazing sight to see 
my baby girl and how little she actually 
was.”

Within minutes the new-borns were 
connected to IVs, respirators, and other 
tubes and whisked down the tunnel to 
nearby Minneapolis Children’s Hospital and 
the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) 
with Troy running along with the doctors 
and babies so he could be by their sides.

NICU for 80 Days

With birth weights hovering at two 
pounds each, Lydia and Cooper spent 
the next 80 days in the NICU. Through 
monitoring and many interventions by 
the medical staff and the ongoing prayers 
of the extended Mattern family, the twins 
fought harrowing infections and various 
breathing and feeding issues. Fighters 
from the very beginning, Cooper was taken 
off the ventilator just 8 hours after their 
birth and Lydia followed the next day. 
CPAP machines and IVs were constant 
companions for the early weeks. 
There were also a number of especially 

13www.jp2schools.org

Lydia’s footprints and Cooper’s handprints compared with 
a quarter coin 3 days after birth. 
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anxious moments for Jamie and Troy. The 
slow progress, uncertainty, and life lived 
between hospital and home were crosses 
they accepted together. 

But on August 1, 2002, Troy wrote, “Today 
is the day. Cooper and Lydia are coming 
home with mommy and daddy. The doctor 
gave us approval to go home. After 80 days 
they are finally going to be where they are 
supposed to be. What a road.”

The twins had stabilized and gained weight, 
though they weighed less than six pounds 
when they were discharged.
At the end of his journal, Troy pledged to 
Jamie, “Just know that I will always be by 
your side  no matter what and if we ever do 
have a conflict, let’s think back to May 13 to 
remind us how precious and valuable time 
is.”

Fargo and Catholic Schools

Just over two years later the Mattern family 
moved to Fargo, and in time, Lydia and 
Cooper would enroll at Nativity Elementary 
School for Kindergarten. After Nativity, 
they moved to Sullivan Middle School and 
Shanley High School with the Class of 2021, 

making many friends and memories along 
the way.

Meanwhile, two siblings were added to 
the Mattern family: Jax, who just finished 
7th grade at Sullivan, and Ily, who just 
completed 4th grade at Nativity.
Troy Mattern was chosen as Shanley’s 
head football coach in January 2017 after 
a successful career at Fargo South (52-21 
and two state championships). He then led 
the Deacons to a state AA championship 
in 2018 and the transition to AAA football 
after that. Coach Mattern has a 32-8 (.800) 
record in four seasons at Shanley, and 
Cooper was his starting quarterback for the 
Deacons the past two seasons. 

Miracle Smiles

The smiles adorning graduates’ faces are 
well worth celebrating for parents and 
families and for teachers and staff members. 
The Mattern twins’ smiles are made even 
better by the miracle of surviving birth at 
just 26 weeks and then thriving as students 
in our Catholic schools. Best wishes and 
prayers for Lydia, Cooper, and all members 
of the Class of 2021. Go Deacons!  
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The mission of St. John Paul II Catholic Schools is to inspire excellence by teaching the total 
person and fostering the following of Christ, as taught by the Catholic Church. The idea of the 
total person encompasses many facets of student’s lives: physical, mental, spiritual, social, and 
emotional to name a few. 

JPII ACTIVITIESJPII ACTIVITIES

• Baseball
• Basketball
• Cross Country 
• Cheer
• Debate
• Football
• Golf 
• Soccer 
• Softball

• Speech
• Student Congress
• Swimming and 
      Diving - girls
• Tennis
• Theater
• Track and Field
• Volleyball

• Gymnastics
• Hockey- boys
• Hockey- girls

• Swimming & Diving 
       - boys
• Wrestling

• American Heritage 
Girls 

• Art Club 
• Audio/Visual Club 
• (Shanley TV)
• Bible Studies
• Boy Scouts
• Chess Clubs
• Chimbote, Peru 
      Mission Trip
• Garden Club
• Girl Scouts
• Ham Radio
• Journalism
• Junior Classical 

League
• Math Club
• National Honor 

Society
• Philanthropy and 

Youth

• Quintessence
• Recorder Club
• St. Ann’s 

(Belcourt) Mission 
Trip 

• Sandpebbles
• Science Bowl
• Service Club
• Spanish Clubs
• Spirit Lake (St. 

Michael’s) Mission 
Trip

• Student 
Ambassadors 

• Student Councils
• Teens for Life
• Trap Shooting
• Weight Lifting 

Club
• Yearbooks

St. John Paul II Catholic Schools also offers the fol-
lowing NDHSAA activities through cooperative spon-
sorships through other schools:

St. John Paul II Catholic Schools also offers a 
variety of student clubs and organizations:

Student activities offer students the chance to 
grow in each of those domains while enjoying 
school even more and being part of a team. St. 
John Paul II Catholic Schools offers the follow-
ing NDHSAA activities through Shanley: 

making many friends and memories along 
the way.

Meanwhile, two siblings were added to 
the Mattern family: Jax, who just finished 
7th grade at Sullivan, and Ily, who just 
completed 4th grade at Nativity.
Troy Mattern was chosen as Shanley’s 
head football coach in January 2017 after 
a successful career at Fargo South (52-21 
and two state championships). He then led 
the Deacons to a state AA championship 
in 2018 and the transition to AAA football 
after that. Coach Mattern has a 32-8 (.800) 
record in four seasons at Shanley, and 
Cooper was his starting quarterback for the 
Deacons the past two seasons. 

Miracle Smiles

The smiles adorning graduates’ faces are 
well worth celebrating for parents and 
families and for teachers and staff members. 
The Mattern twins’ smiles are made even 
better by the miracle of surviving birth at 
just 26 weeks and then thriving as students 
in our Catholic schools. Best wishes and 
prayers for Lydia, Cooper, and all members 
of the Class of 2021. Go Deacons!  
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Four Generations of Deacon Pride

Pictured top left are Luke Rustad ’95, Mary 
Rustad ’70, Reece Rustad ’21. They are the 
daughter, grandson, and great-grandson 
of Cliff Cossette ’38 (bottom left), whose 
“Deacons” submission for the nickname of 
Sacred Heart Academy athletic teams was 
chosen in the fall of 1934 when he was a 
freshman. We’ve been the “Deacons” ever 
since.

Cliff’s son-in-law, Randall Rustad ‘68 (Mary’s 
husband, top right) taught Social Studies at 

Shanley for 29 years. Randall passed away in 
2015. Cliff Cossette passed away in 2002.

Luke Rustad teaches at Sullivan Middle School 
and coaches the Shanley baseball team. Coach 
Rustad led the Deacons to their first-ever EDC 
tournament championship this spring, was 
named EDC “Coach of the Year,” and coached 
the Deacons to a runner-up finish at state. Reece 
Rustad played outfield for the Deacons.

Thanks for this legacy. Go Deacons!
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Thank You: St. John Paul II Catholic 
Schools Leaders Moving On

Kimbra Amerman – Six years of service, two 
as counselor at Holy Spirit and Nativity and 

four as principal of Nativity.

Jon Spies – Nine years of service, four as sci-
ence teacher at Sullivan, two as curriculum-
technology specialist, and three as Shanley 

principal.

Michael Breker – Seventeen years of ser-
vice, coaching soccer for eleven years, and 

six as Activities Director.

Fr. Raymond Courtright – Twelve years of 
service on our Board of Directors as Pastor of 

St. Anthony’s Parish.



18 THE DEACON / SPRING 2021

37th Annual Deacon Dinner Auction

Thanks to all attendees, bidders, donors, 
and volunteers for the 37th Annual Shanley 
Deacon Dinner Auction, held April 24 this 
year. 

Special thanks to Auction Committee 
Chairs Shawn and Nola McNeally, Jeremy 
and Christine Welsand and Tim and Jill 
Graveline. 

Auction Director Lee Hoedl led his 11th 
consecutive auction, and for the second 
year in a row, Lee had to adapt the event 
to the ever-changing pandemic challenges 
and guidelines and did a magnificent job. 
Lee has decided to step down this year 

as auction director, and we offer him our 
sincere thanks for helping raise quite 
literally millions of dollars for our JPII 
Catholic Schools.  Add to that his high 
quality video productions, for he has made 
and shared so many memories of a wide 
variety of athletic and school events as a 
volunteer professional videographer. Our 
hats off to Lee Hoedl as he and his wife, 
Diann, look forward to the Shanley senior 
year for their children, Hannah, Emily and 
Nicholas.

Our total net profit from this year’s auction 
was $686,374 including the Auction Special 
project.

By John Klocke & Mike Hagstrom
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We raised $511,000 for our Special Project 
of Teacher Salary Endowment. That also 
generated $1 million in matching funds for 
a total of over $1.5 million of philanthropy 
for our beloved teachers! All other ticket, 
silent and live auction revenue generated 
a net of $175,374 as part of our first ever 
hybrid auction which consisted of 275 
attendees in the room and 900 watching 
and bidding from across the U.S.

Again, thanks to all our generous donors 
and bidders! Your generosity helps make a 
brighter future for our schools.

Save the date for next year’s Shanley 
Deacon Dinner Auction: Saturday, April 
30, 2022.

Lee Hoedl’s Final Year As Auction Director

Teachers & Shanley Alumni Connor Dunn ‘13 and Kari Brock ‘88 
Thanking Special Project Donors
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Fr. Kyle Metzger: Shanley’s New Principal

The Most Rev. John T. Folda has appointed 
the Rev. Kyle Metzger as the next principal 
of Shanley High School, effective July 1, 
2021. 

Bishop Folda made the announcement at 
Saturday evening’s Shanley Deacon Dinner 
Auction and introduced Fr. Metzger in his 
new role to those in attendance and those 
viewing the auction livestream. 

“Fr. Metzger is a zealous priest who has 
given his life to serving our Lord and 
making Him known to others,” Bishop 
Folda noted. “He is also an experienced 

teacher and a true educator at heart. As an 
alumnus of Shanley, he knows its history, 
its families, and its great traditions. I know 
he will be a great asset and blessing as 
the next principal of Shanley,” concluded 
Bishop Folda. 

Ordained a priest for the Diocese of Fargo 
by Bishop Folda in 2015, Fr. Metzger 
attended Fargo’s Nativity Elementary 
School, St. Anthony’s Middle School, and 
Shanley High School, graduating in 2000. 
Fr. Metzger earned a B.A. in Elementary 
Education and Catholic Studies from 
the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, 

Reprinted from the Fargo Diocese Press Release
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Minnesota, where he later also earned 
an M.A. in Curriculum and Instruction. 
He taught in Catholic schools in Phoenix, 
Arizona and Shakopee, Minnesota from 
2004-2010. 

Fr. Metzger received Master’s of 
Divinity and Master’s of Moral Theology 
degrees from Mt. St. Mary Seminary in 
Emmitsburg, Maryland in 2015. After 
his ordination to the priesthood, he was 
Parochial Vicar at Sts. Anne & Joachim 
Church in Fargo for two years and at St. 
Michael’s Church in Grand Forks for a 
year.

Since 2018 he has served as Vocations 
Director for the Diocese of Fargo, a role 
which he will continue while also serving as 
Shanley principal. 

Fr. Metzger is the son of Glenn and Pat 
Metzger. His mother, Pat, served as 
principal and teacher in Fargo’s Catholic 
schools for 37 years. His brothers—Dustin, 
Corey, and Ryan—graduated from Shanley 
in 1996.

Fr. Metzger is announced as Shanley’s New Principal at the 
Deacon Dinner Auction - April 24th, 2021
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McGovern: ‘Surreal’ to have ABLE Games 
happen this weekend in downtown Fargo

Written By: Jahmal Kennedy| May 16th 2021 - 10:14p.m.

Reprinted with permission from The Forum

FARGO -- Current New York Jets center 
Connor McGovern first got the idea for the 
ABLE games while helping out with the 
Special Olympics at the University of Mis-
souri.

“To see somebody, by their coach help them 
to the bench or to the bar to deadlift , they 
had a big smile on their face they’re so ex-
cited; when their hands touch metal they’re 
ready to go they’re locked in just like every-
body else,” said McGovern. “To see them do 
that and really have that ability to flip that 
competitive switch was super special.”

Years later this weekend in downtown Far-
go, that idea came to life as the 150 people 
competed in the Crossfit event designed for 
all.

“The ABLE Games started as a way to really 
show everybody the abilities of everybody,” 
said McGovern, a former standout at Fargo 
Shanley High School. “Whether you have 
special needs, or you’re a Crossfit champion 
this event allows everybody to come togeth-
er in one spot and to show your ability.”

But to turn this dream into reality, McGov-
ern needed a little help from a family friend. 
He got just that help as he worked out at 
TNT Kid’s Fitness & Gymnastics.

From there, McGovern got on the ball to 
raise awareness. He did that through the 
NFL’s “My Cause, My Cleats” initiative, 
which allows players to, “reveal their pas-
sions beyond the game and wear their heart 
on their feet.” For McGovern, he’s worn the 
“TNT Kid’s Fitness & Gymnastics” brand on 
his feet the last few years.

“I think that initiative by the NFL has been 
a pretty special thing,” said McGovern.

After not having an opportunity to put the 
event on as planned last year, to be able to 



23www.jp2schools.org

But to turn this dream into reality, McGov-
ern needed a little help from a family friend. 
He got just that help as he worked out at 
TNT Kid’s Fitness & Gymnastics.

From there, McGovern got on the ball to 
raise awareness. He did that through the 
NFL’s “My Cause, My Cleats” initiative, 
which allows players to, “reveal their pas-
sions beyond the game and wear their heart 
on their feet.” For McGovern, he’s worn the 
“TNT Kid’s Fitness & Gymnastics” brand on 
his feet the last few years.

“I think that initiative by the NFL has been 
a pretty special thing,” said McGovern.

After not having an opportunity to put the 
event on as planned last year, to be able to 

do so here in 2021, McGovern described the 
feeling as, “surreal.”

“So many people put their blood, sweat and 
tears into this event. It’s been something 
that’s pretty special for a lot of people, so 
it’s surreal that all the meetings, all the 
phone calls, all the planning finally coming 
to fruition,” he said.

McGovern said a few NFL players were on 
hand to help out this year, and said players 
have already asked about helping out with 
next year’s event.



1990’s
Peter Mathison (’94) and his wife, Sara, welcomed a son 
on November 14, 2020.
Greta (Albrecht) Nolte (‘99) and her husband, Patrick, 
welcomed a daughter on April 30, 2021.

2000’s
Elliot Hitt (’04) was named as one of Prairie Business’ 
2020 “40 Under 40”.  Elliot is a CPA/Tax Partner with Eide 
Bailly, LLP in Sioux Falls, SD.

Kristi (Alton) Wilson (’06) and her husband, Travis, 
welcomed twin boys, Milo & Jude, on February 21, 2021.
Dominic O’Donnell (’08) and his wife, Angela, 
welcomed a son on May 16, 2021.
Ben Naylor (’09) and his wife, Katie, welcomed a son on 
Christmas Day 2020.

2010’s
Daniel Bitzan (’10) earned his degree in Computer 
Engineering from NDSU and is employed at Korber 
Medipak Systems in Fargo.  He and his wife, Regina, have 
three children with a fourth due in May.

Elizabeth Bitzan (’12) just completed her Master’s 
degree in Education.  She has undergraduate degrees in 
Mathematics & Spanish from Concordia College, where she 
also played four years of collegiate soccer.  Liz was also a 
FOCUS missionary for a couple years.

Alumni NewsAlumni News

Send Us Your News...Send Us Your News...
Last Name _______________________________ First Name ____________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________

Email ____________________________________________ Phone ( ) ________________ Class of _____________

Since high school I have... _______________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________

I am currently (working, retired, married, children, etc.) ____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__

One thing I would like others to know about me is... ____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Please return to: JPII Catholic Schools , 5600 25th Street South, Fargo, ND 58104 or 
email: joelle.shewey@jp2schools.org. 

You may also send us your news via our alumni web site: https://alumni.jp2schools.org.
We reserve the right to edit for space and content.

Want to stay up-to-date on all the latest 
happenings at Shanley as they happen? Like 
us on Facebook! Just search for the Shanley 
Alumni page and click on the “Like” button.
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You are invited to join us for a day of golf, fun and fellowship at the  
 

Orv Kelly Shanley Scramble 
Monday, September 20, 2021 

Moorhead Country Club 
SHOTGUN START 12:30 PM 

 

Burger/Brat Lunch at 11:00 AM 
Sign-In Begins at 11:30 AM 

 
 

Team Registration 
*Registration also available online at https://alumni.jp2schools.org/events 

 
Golfer #1: ____________________________________________  Handicap ________ 
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________ 
   City: ___________________  State: _____  Zip: ____________ 
E-mail Address: _______________________________________________ 
 
Golfer #2: ____________________________________________  Handicap ________ 
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________ 
   City: ___________________  State: _____  Zip: ____________ 
E-mail Address: _______________________________________________ 
 
Golfer #3: ____________________________________________  Handicap ________ 
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________ 
   City: ___________________  State: _____  Zip: ____________ 
E-mail Address: _______________________________________________ 
 
Golfer #4: ____________________________________________  Handicap ________ 
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________ 
   City: ___________________  State: _____  Zip: ____________ 
E-mail Address: _____________________________________________ 
 
 

Hole-in-One Contest  
($10,000 cash prize)  

 4-Person Scramble ● BBQ Dinner 
$150 Scramble & BBQ Dinner ● $20 BBQ Dinner Only 

 
(PROCEEDS BENEFIT ALL OF THE SCHOOLS IN THE  
ST. JOHN PAUL II CATHOLIC SCHOOLS NETWORK) 

 
 

#Golfing & Dinner  _____ X $150 = __________ 
#Mulligans  _____ X    $5 = __________  
     (limit 2 mulligans per golfer please) 
#BBQ Dinner Only _____ X $20 =    __________ 
        *Total Due =   __________ 
 
*Your team will be considered “registered” when payment is received.  

Tournament is limited to first 36 teams. 

Please complete entire form and 
return with payment by Sept. 13th to: 

SHANLEY SCRAMBLE 
5600 25th Street South 

Fargo, ND 58104 
 

Questions? – Contact Joelle at 701-893-3225 
or e-mail Joelle.Shewey@jp2schools.org 

Sponsored by: 
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Questions? Special Dietary Needs?Questions? Special Dietary Needs?
Contact Joelle Shewey:Contact Joelle Shewey:  701-893-3225 or Joelle.Shewey@jp2schools.orgoelle.Shewey@jp2schools.org

You are cordially invited to the Fourteenth Annual
St. John Paul II Catholic Schools Network

Hall of Fame Induction 
Mike and Karen Hofer Deacon Award Presentation

MIKE AND KAREN HOFER 
DEACON AWARD WINNERS:

Marlys Callahan (posthumously)
Bruce Larson

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2021SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2021
5:00 PM: Mass in the Presentation Chapel •  6:00 PM:Banquet

Sts. Anne & Joachim Social Hall
5202 25th Street South • Fargo, North Dakota

FOR ALL CLASSES CELEBRATING 50 OR MORE YEARS SINCE FOR ALL CLASSES CELEBRATING 50 OR MORE YEARS SINCE 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATIONHIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION

13th Annual Sacred Heart/Shanley13th Annual Sacred Heart/Shanley

GOLDEN REUNIONGOLDEN REUNION
SEPTEMBER 24-25, 2021 

SHS HOMECOMINGSHS HOMECOMING
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YES I/WE WILL BE ATTENDING THE 13TH ANNUAL SHA/SHS GOLDEN REUNION

Name(s): ________________________________________________________

EventEvent
Social at the Fargo Country Club

Homecoming Football Game at Sid Cichy 
Stadium

Coffee & Rolls with President Hagstrom

Estate Planning Seminar

Tour of Shanley

Mass at Shanley

Hall of Fame/ Mike and Karen Hofer Deacon 
Award Dinner & Ceremony

Number AttendingNumber Attending
______ (complimentary)

______ (tickets available at the social)

______

______

______

______

______ x $35 = $______
(make checks payable to JPII Schools)

Total Enclosed:Total Enclosed: $______
Send Registration Forms to:  JPII SCHOOLS (ATTN: JOELLE) 

• 5600 25TH ST S • FARGO, ND 58104

REGISTRATION AND TICKET PURCHASE FOR THIS EVENT IS ALSO 
AVAILABLE ONLINE AT: 

HTTPS://ALUMNI.JP2SCHOOLS.ORG/
(DEACON ALUMNI WEBSITE)

PLEASE RSVP FOR EVENTS BY
  September 17, 2021

4:00 PM 4:00 PM - SOCIAL GATHERING AT 
FARGO COUNTRY CLUB (509 26TH AVE S - FARGO)
6:00 PM 6:00 PM - HOMECOMING FOOTBALL 
GAME VS JAMESTOWN
SID CICHY STADIUM (5600 25TH ST S - FARGO)

9:00 AM9:00 AM  - COFFEE & ROLLS WITH JPII PRESIDENT, MIKE HAGSTROM STS. ANNE 
& JOACHIM SOCIAL HALL (5202 25TH ST S - FARGO)
11:00AM 11:00AM - ESTATE PLANNING SEMINAR, STS. ANNE & JOACHIM SOCIAL HALL
4:00 PM4:00 PM - TOUR OF SHANLEY HIGH SCHOOL (5600 25TH ST S - FARGO)
5:00 PM5:00 PM  - MASS AT SHANLEY
6:00 PM 6:00 PM - HALL OF FAME INDUCTION AND MIKE & KAREN HOFER 
DEACON AWARD PRESENTATION DINNER & CEREMONY
STS. ANNE & JOACHIM SOCIAL  HALL (5202 25TH ST S - FARGO)

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25TH:SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25TH:FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH:FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24TH:



Please reserve:
____ INDIVIDUAL TICKETS AT  $$35 EACH

NAME(S): _____________________________________________

I have enclosed a check for
$___________________________

(MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO JP II SCHOOLS)

RSVP by September 21, 2021 to:
JPII SCHOOLS

5600 25th Street South
Fargo, ND 58104

Questions? Special Dietary Needs?Questions? Special Dietary Needs?
Contact Joelle Shewey:Contact Joelle Shewey:  701-893-3225 or Joelle.Shewey@jp2schools.orgoelle.Shewey@jp2schools.org

Registration and Ticket purchase for this event is also available online at:
https://alumni.jp2schools.org/ (Deacon Alumni Website)

You are cordially invited to the Fourteenth Annual
St. John Paul II Catholic Schools Network

Hall of Fame Induction 
Mike and Karen Hofer Deacon Award Presentation

Dinner anDinner and Ceremonyd Ceremony

MIKE AND KAREN HOFER 
DEACON AWARD WINNERS:

Marlys Callahan (posthumously)
Bruce Larson

HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES:

Dr. Peter Mazur ‘60
1964 Deacon Football Team
1983 Deacon Football Team

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2021SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2021
5:00 PM: Mass in the Presentation Chapel •  6:00 PM:Banquet

Sts. Anne & Joachim Social Hall
5202 25th Street South • Fargo, North Dakota
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9:00 AM9:00 AM  - COFFEE & ROLLS WITH JPII PRESIDENT, MIKE HAGSTROM STS. ANNE 
& JOACHIM SOCIAL HALL (5202 25TH ST S - FARGO)
11:00AM 11:00AM - ESTATE PLANNING SEMINAR, STS. ANNE & JOACHIM SOCIAL HALL
4:00 PM4:00 PM - TOUR OF SHANLEY HIGH SCHOOL (5600 25TH ST S - FARGO)
5:00 PM5:00 PM  - MASS AT SHANLEY
6:00 PM 6:00 PM - HALL OF FAME INDUCTION AND MIKE & KAREN HOFER 
DEACON AWARD PRESENTATION DINNER & CEREMONY
STS. ANNE & JOACHIM SOCIAL  HALL (5202 25TH ST S - FARGO)



28 THE DEACON / SPRING 2021

Joe Keller and Roxane Salonen’s daughter, 
Beth Salonen, are pictured the night 
of their graduation in 2018 in front of 
Shanley High School in Fargo. Special to 
The Forum

“The smile on (Joe’s) face was an 
invitation for all of us to become part 
of his life.”

These words, spoken at the prayer vigil for 
Joe Keller, 21, at the Shanley High School 
gym the evening of May 28, seemed worthy 
to hold and heed as I continued processing 
the death of my young friend.

Joe’s infectious smile was more than cliché. 

It pointed to something beyond this world.

Our daughter Beth’s classmate, Joe died 
of complications from Duchenne muscular 
dystrophy on May 22. We learned he’d been 
airlifted to Mayo Hospital the afternoon 
prior. In the midst of preparing for our 
middle son’s graduation party, we watched 
a livestream Rosary recited by Joe’s 
classmates and others gathered outside 
Shanley, Joe’s former school.

The next evening, as we dragged 
decorations, table coverings and utensils 
into our church social hall to ready for our 
party, Joe readied for eternal life.
Learning of Joe’s death a few hours later, I 

Salonen: Joe Keller’s smile 
was an invitation for us all

Written By: Roxane Salonen| June 7th 2021 - 7:00a.m.

Reprinted with permission from The Forum
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realized that as he passed, I’d been standing 
where he and I had had our last, long 
conversation. It was at his graduation party 
in May 2018. We reveled together in his 
plans to attend my alma mater and study 
broadcast journalism – the same track I’d 
chosen many years earlier.

Not surprisingly, Joe would focus on sports 
broadcasting. Athletics consumed a fair 
amount of his life. But even more than the 
games, Joe loved the people. Some have 
suggested sports merely provided an excuse 
for Joe to draw closer to others. Indeed, 
a higher purpose seemed to motivate his 
actions.

Muscular dystrophy took much from Joe, 
but not his cheerful attitude. God asks only 
that we use the gifts he gives us to love 
others, and Joe complied, using the God-
given gift of his smile to connect with many.

As this school year waned, many beautiful 
messages of faith came forth, and in each, I 
sensed Joe.

At our son’s baccalaureate Mass, when 
Bishop Folda reminded the graduates that 
Jesus is the one and only truly faithful 
companion we’ll have, I sensed Joe 
nodding.

Later, at the graduation luncheon, 
when Mrs. Jangula defined faith as “an 
openness to God’s voice,” I could feel Joe’s 
affirmation. “Keep an open mind and 
heart,” she’d said. Through his smile, Joe 
did.

And at the vigil, when Fr. William Slattery 
spoke of Joe’s heart, “which knew, from the 
moment of his birth and throughout his life, 

a great love and acceptance” through his 
family’s love – a love that came first from 
God himself, and which was “constantly 
encouraging him and produced such a meek 
and beautiful life filled with joy” – Joe’s 
“Yes!” seemed certain.

Fr. Slattery noted that in grief, sorrow 
and smiles often converge, providing 
an opportunity for us to “delve into the 
mystery of God’s love for us.”

I pray that in pondering the wide, 
wonderful smile of my sweet friend Joe, 
you’ll sense the invitation – to love, to hope, 
to joy, and to their source, which Joe now 
knows intimately: God’s heart.
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Msgr. Val Gross passed away November 
15, 2020. His funeral was held at St. Philip 
Neri Church in Napoleon on November 20. 
In his 57 years as a priest, Msgr. Gross was 
a passionate advocate of Catholic schools. 
He formed our seminarians as Rector of 
Cardinal Muench Seminary from 1975-
1990. Later, he would serve as founding 
Pastor of Sts. Anne & Joachim Parish 
(September 9, 1995 through September 1, 
2005). In that role, he brought his pastoral 
wisdom as a member of our board of 

directors. We are grateful for his support 
for our school system and for his steadfast 
witness as a priest of Christ. Indeed, 
Monsignor affirmed: “The greatest gift of 
my priesthood has been the privilege of 
celebrating the Mass: offering the sacrifice 
on the altar, sensing the miracle that God 
performs through the work of my hands, 
and giving His Heavenly Food to those 
whose hunger can only truly be satisfied 
through the Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ.”

THE DEACON / SPRING 2021

In Memoriam: Msgr. Val Gross

Msgr. Gross
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Fr. Charles Leute, O. P., passed away on 
January 1, 2021 at the age of 79. A Native 
American through his father’s side, Fr. 
Chuck spent the majority of his ministry as 
a Dominican priest in service to the Native 
American rural poor in South Dakota and 
North Dakota. From 1987 to the time of his 
death, he served as Pastor of Our Lady of 
Seven Dolors Church in Fort Totten, North 
Dakota on the Spirit Lake Reservation. 
With Sr. Joanne Streifel, he hosted Shanley 
students on ten summer mission trips from 

2010-2017 as our students assisted with 
Young Disciples Camps for the children 
of the reservation. We are grateful for the 
hospitality, wit, and wisdom he shared 
with our Shanley mission trip teams and 
for the life lessons he taught our students. 
His Dominican Province noted, “A faithful 
servant of God, who ministered throughout 
his life to his Native American community, 
Fr. Chuck preached, not only through 
his words, but by his witness of service, 
selflessness, and humility.”

In Memoriam: Fr. Charles Leute, O.P.

Fr. Leute
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We extend our sympathies to the friends and families of:

(information from Fargo Forum or provided by families)

Sister Petronilla Metzger (’39) passed away on 
October 14, 2020 in Fargo, ND 

George Knudson (’43) passed away on March 
11, 2021.  George was the father of Jim Knudson 
(’65), Chuck Knudson (’66), Peggy (Knudson) 
Jackson (’70), and Bob Knudson (’79).

Marjorie Stegge-Iverson (’44) passed away 
on January 11, 2021.  Marjorie was the sister of 
the late Francis Stegge (’42) and Beverly (Stegge) 
Jester (’51).

Elaine (Millette) Schmitz (’46) passed away on 
December 23, 2020.  

Walter Seeba (’47) passed away on November 
13, 2020.  Walter was the husband of Mary Jo 
(Carvell) Seeba (‘49), the brother of William Seeba 
(‘51) and the late F. John Seeba, L. Edward Seeba, 
Margaret Seeba, and the father of M. Kathleen 
(Seeba) Arnebeck, Anne (Seeba) Schneider, Peg 
(Seeba) Westom, Elizabeth Seeba-Kennedy, David 
Seeba, Joseph Seeba, Paul Seeba, Robert Seeba 
(‘85), Mark Seeba (‘88), and the late Walter James 
Seeba, Jr.

James D. Chaska (’49) passed away on 
February 16, 2021.  Jim was the brother of Shirley 
(Chaska) Baird, Willard Chaska (’54), and the 
late Marge (Chaska) Callies and Norma Chaska 
(’52).  He was also the father of Peggy (Chaska) 
Lussenden (’73), Judy (Chaska) Bergsgaard (’77) 
and Angela (Chaska) Casey (’80).

Marjorie Stoa (’50) passed away on December 1, 
2020.

Marian (Von Bank) Kasowski (’51) passed 
away on December 17, 2020.  

Diane (Erickson) Mari (’51) passed away 
on December 16, 2020.  Diane was the sister of 
Ivan Erickson (’55), David Erickson (’57), Dennis 
Erickson (’58), and the late Noelle (Erickson) 
Olmstead, Phyllis (Erickson) Vigen (’52), and Paul 
Erickson (’61).  She was also the mother of Jeff 
Mari, John Mari, Marilyn (Mari) Werre, Jackie 
(Mari) Mengedoth (’89), and the grandmother of 
Shanley graduates, Sydney (Johnson) Stoa (’06) 
and Chanel (Johnson) Malone (’06).

Shirley (Matthys) Eliason (’53) passed away 
on January 30, 2021.  She was the sister of the late 
Virginia (Matthys) Quiggle (’43), Elaine (Matthys) 
Johnson (’43), Phyllis (Matthys) Flesberg (’49), 
and Duane Matthys (’54).

Fred Hermann (’53) passed away on March 24, 
2021 in Napa, CA.

Walter Montplaisir (’53) passed away on 
October 27, 2020.  Walt was the father of Craig 
Montplaisir (’78), Lynette (Montplaisir) Sayler 
(’79), Michelle Montplaisir (’82), Jeff Montplaisir 
(’83), and Paul Montplaisir (’86).  Walt is also 
survived by his sisters Medrise Johnson, Kathleen 
(Montplaisir) Rasmussen (’49), and June Thies.

Charlotte (Arneson) Highness (’54) passed 
away on October 28, 2020.  Charlotte was the 
sister of the late Richard Arneson (’56) and the 
grandmother of MacKenzie McCormick (’13) and 
Ava Cooper (’26).

Michael Kinsella (’55) passed away on 
November 8, 2020.  Mike was the brother of Elinor 
(Kinsella) Smith (’56), Anthony Kinsella (’61), Alice 
(Kinsella) Olson (’63), Rita (Kinsella) Kimmel 
(’66), and the late Patricia (Kinsella) Svenkeson 
(’52) and Mary (Kinsella) Ziegenhagen (’54).

Jane (Erickson) Vessel (’56) passed away 
on February 1, 2021.  Jane was the sister of Joan 
Erickson (’53), Judi Erickson (’60), Joel Erickson, 
Jon Erickson, Jim Erickson, and Jef Erickson.

John Hendrickson (’58) passed away on 
November 17, 2020.  John was the brother of 
Laura (Hendrickson) Wehage (’57), Patricia 
(Hendrickson) Bergen (’60), and Robert 
Hendrickson (’62).

William “Bill” Hutter (’58) passed away on 
March 20, 2021.  Bill was the brother of Harry 
Hutter (’54).

David Kraft (’58) passed away on November 3, 
2020.  David was the brother of Donald Kraft (’55) 
and Carol (Kraft) Steier (’72).

Eugene Grover (’59) passed away on May 
6, 2021.  Gene was the brother of Brother John 
“Clifford” Grover (’61), Jerry Grover (’63), and 
John Grover (’68).

Ann (Sornsin) Peery (’59) passed away on 
December 12, 2020.  Ann was the sister of Mary 
Sornsin (’62), Steve Sornsin (’75), and the late Paul 
Sornsin.

Bruce Alan Bernier (’60) passed away on May 
8, 2021.  Bruce was the brother of David Bernier 
(’62), Paul Bernier (’64), Mark Bernier (’66), Mary 
Bernier (’67), and the late Peter Bernier.

Margaret “Maggie” (Swanston) Brown 
(’60) passed away on March 28, 2021 in Apache 
Junction, AZ.
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We extend our sympathies to the friends and families of:

Larry Goerger (’60) passed away on March 30, 
2021.  Larry was the brother of MaryAnna Althoff, 
Margaret Sassian, Germaine Martinson, Tim 
Goerger (’62), Brian Goerger (’64), and Jay Goerger 
(’67).

Ronald Sprunk (’60) passed away on January 
13, 2021.

Mary (Erpelding) Patton (’61) passed away on 
May 18, 2021 in Fargo, ND.

Susan (Person) Torson (’61) passed away on 
October 26, 2020.  Susan was the sister of Sheila 
(Person) Gullickson (’57). 

Gary Hilber (’62) passed away on December 
24, 2020.  Gary was the brother of Michael Hilber 
(’66), Shari (Hilber) Cannon (’69), Shannon 
(Hilber) Klein, and the grandfather of Abby 
Kautzman (’16) and Ellery Kautzman (’25).

Randi (Olsen) Olafson (’63) passed away on 
March 27, 2021.  Randi was the sister of Michael 
Olsen (’68), Patrick Olsen (’73), Anthony Olsen 
(’75), and the late Teresa Olsen.

Kathleen (Flynn) Otteson (’63) passed away 
on January 5, 2021.

Thomas Perez (’64) passed away on January 
8, 2021.  Tom was the brother of Sharlene (Perez) 
Wolf (’72), Rick Perez (’84), and the late Jeffery 
Perez and Robert Perez (’69).  He was also the 
father of Christopher Perez (’90) and Missy (Perez) 
Forde (’95).

Margaret Jones-Sylvester (’65) passed away 
on December 24, 2020.  Margaret was the sister 
of Nicholas Jones (’60) and the late Sheila (Jones) 
Kummeth (’57) and Dennis Jones (’58).

Judy (Wilk) Eaton (’66) passed away on 
December 2, 2020.  Judy was the sister of Jean 
(Wilk) Picard (’70), the mother of Michael 
Eaton (’90), Michelle (Eaton) Scimecca (’97), 
Matthew Eaton (’02), Mark Eaton (’02), and the 
grandmother of current students John Eaton (’26) 
and Maris Eaton (’31).

Loralee (Lavelle) LaPointe (’66) passed away 
on April 24, 2021.  Lory was the sister of Kari 
(Lavelle) Stoner (‘67), Margy Lavelle (‘68), Jack 
Lavelle (‘70), Barb (Lavelle) Houglum (‘74), Dan 
Lavelle (‘76), Chuck Lavelle, Andrew Lavelle (‘82) 
and the late Jamie Lavelle (‘72).

Nancy (Weinmann) Vander Werff (’66) 
passed away on February 15, 2021.  Nancy was the 
sister of RaNae (Weinmann) Langness (’67), Faye 
(Weinmann) Schwartzenberger (’69), Michelle 
(Weinmann) Moreno, Mark Weinmann, Kevin 
Weinmann, and the late Marlys Weinmann.

Kathleen “Kathy” (Schons) Ollestad (’68) 
passed away on March 1, 2021.  Kathy was the 
sister of Tom Schons (’70), Jack Schons (’75), 
David Schons (’77), Diane (Schons) Dalton (’78), 
Susan (Schons) Baumgartner (’81), and the late 
Tim Schons (’72).

Diana “Dee” (Doyle) Olson (’68) passed away 
on April 12, 2021 in Osage, MN.

Mark Crocker (’72) passed away on April 5, 2021 
in Fargo, ND.

Katherine “Kathy” (Black) Dahlsad (’73) 
passed away on December 25, 2020.  Kathy was the 
sister of Mary (Black) Shaw (’69), Mike Black, and 
Kevin Black.

Steven M. Nilles (’75) passed away on March 
13, 2021.  Steve was the brother of Kathleen Nilles 
(’69), John Nilles (’73), Mark Nilles (’80), and the 
late Cynthia (Nilles) Fellman (’70).

Michael Dwyer (’76) passed away on October 
21, 2020.  Michael was the brother of Peg (Dwyer) 
DeConcini (’65), Jan (Dwyer) Zaycheck (’67), 
Patrick Dwyer (’71), Colleen (Dwyer) Tuff (’73), 
Thomas Dwyer (’78) and the late Tim Dwyer (’64).

Michael Ehlen (’76) passed away on March 26, 
2021.  Michael was the brother of Mark Ehlen, 
Julie Van Voorhis, Thomas Ehlen (’77), Paula 
Ehlen (’79), and Dan Ehlen (’80).

Bobbie (Fugere) Williams (’76) passed away 
on December 29, 2020.  Bobbie was the wife 
of classmate, Jim Williams (’76) and the sister 
of Colleen (Fugere) Mosely, Renee (Fugere) 
Ringuette, and Mary (Fugere) Allen (’74).

Kerry O’Day (’83) passed away on November 
20, 2020.  Kerry was the sister of Kathleen (O’Day) 
Faruolo (’69), Sheila (O’Day) Boddicker (’73), Mary 
O’Day (’76), Joan (O’Day) Waldschmidt (’78), and 
L. Patrick O’Day, Jr. (’79).

Joseph O. Keller (’18) passed away on May 22, 
2021.  Joe was the brother of Kayla Keller (’14).

Pauline Bosak passed away on January 8, 2021.  
Pauline was the mother of Tamara Bosak-Frolek 
(’78), Tracye (Bosak) Grefsrud, Teri (Bosak) Dobbs 
(’82), Timothy Bosak (’83), Tanya (Bosak) Livdahl 
(’85), Ted Bosak (’87), Tate Bosak (’88) and Tricia 
(Bosak) Bovkoon (’93).

Russ T. Boyle passed away on March 10, 2021.  
Russ was the husband of Betsy (Sturdevant) Boyle 
(’92) and the father of Molly Boyle, Mandy Boyle, 
and Brady Boyle (’22).

Paul Casey Brenk passed away on April 19, 2021.  
Paul was the husband of Nancy (Hunt) Brenk (’79).
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In Memoriam ContinuedIn Memoriam Continued
Dorothy Burmeister passed away on February 
13, 2021.  Dorothy was the sister of Robert Wehage 
(’57) and the late Richard “Stretch” Wehage 
(’53) and Helen (Wehage) Pfeifer.  She was also 
the mother of Maria (Burmeister) Flieth (’77), 
Carla (Burmeister) Eisner, Heidi (Burmeister) 
Daugherty, and Eric Burmeister.

Doug Burtell passed away on April 3, 2021.  
Doug was the father of Barb (Burtell) Conley (’65).

Matt Cahill passed away on May 10, 2021.  Matt 
was the brother of Steven Cahill (‘66), Mary 
Frances (Cahill) Johnson (‘68), Kathleen (Cahill) 
Graham, Martha (Cahill) Rocheford, David Cahill, 
Brian Cahill, Robert Cahill and Barton Cahill (‘79).

Marian Christianson passed away on October 
28, 2020.  Marian was the mother of Lori 
(Christianson) Miller (’78), Anne (Christianson) 
Gustafson, Greg Christianson (’86) and the late 
Paul Christianson.

Amanda Cossette passed away on November 
28, 2020.  Mandie was the daughter of Steve (& 
Teri) Cossette (’78) and the sister of Jason Cossette 
(’00), Andrew Cossette (’01), and Kelly Cossette.

Francis “Frank” Croal passed away on 
December 26, 2020.  Frank was the brother of 
Chuck Croal (’67) and Pat Croal (’74).

Doris Dahlberg passed away on November 22, 
2020.  Doris was the mother of Mona (Dahlberg) 
McLean, Becky (Dahlberg) Volness, Jennifer 
(Dahlberg) Breuer, Michael Dahlberg, Mary 
Dahlberg, Lisa (Dahlberg) Schmidt, Juli (Dahlberg) 
LaFlamme (‘85), Mark Dahlberg and the late Jeff 
Dahlberg (‘74).

Mildred Fitterer passed away on October 31, 
2020.  Mildred was the mother of Nancy (Fitterer) 
Lende (’72), Dale Fitterer (’74), Brian Fitterer, 
Diane (Fitterer) Fritz (’79), Jim Fitterer (’83), and 
the grandmother of Mason Lende (‘09), Teagan 
Lende, Nathan Fitterer (‘03), Kari Fitterer, Andrew 
Fritz (‘05), Lucas Fritz (‘08), and Jacob Fritz (‘17).

Roland “Ron” Frey passed away on October 5, 
2020.  Ron was the father of Jeff Frey (‘72), the 
father-in-law of Debera (Olson) Fry (‘68), and the 
grandfather of Krystal Frey (‘02) and Nicholas Frey 
(‘04).

Sylvester “Bud” Fritz passed away on January 
19, 2021.  Bud was the father of Gary Fritz (’76), 
Sharon (Fritz) Pollard (’78), Scott Fritz (’79), Lyle 
Fritz (’81), the grandfather of Shanley graduates, 
Heidi (Fritz) Eukel (’02), Jessica (Pollard) Bennett 
(’08), Rachel (Pollard) Johnson (’10), Jacob 
Pollard (’19), and the great-grandfather of current 
Network students, Jayce Eukel (’30), Nolan Eukel 
(’30), and Kittson Eukel (’33).

Gladys Hilsendeger passed away on April 
4, 2021.  Gladys was the mother of Sheila 
(Hilsendeger) Gades (’86) and Duane “Dewey” 
Hilsendeger (’88).

Harold Kasowski passed away on November 27, 
2020.  Harold was the husband of Marian (Von 
Bank) Kasowski (’51).

Morris “Morrie” Kelsven passed away on 
November 29, 2020.  Morrie was the father of Don 
Kelsven, Teri (Kelsven) Morris (’77), Rick Kelsven, 
Lori (Kelsven) Gill, Kathy (Kelsven) Weiss, Cindy 
(Kelsven) Williams (’83), Steve Kelsven, and Julie 
(Kelsven) Wang.

Douglas Lau passed away on December 3, 2020.  
Doug was the brother of Donald Lau (’58), Sharon 
(Lau) McKay (’61), Ann (Lau) Manley, Mike Lau, 
Tom Lau and the late Lyle Jr. “Bud” Lau, Jeanette 
Lau, Richard “Dick” Lau (’54), and Bob Lau.

Gene Lenzmeier passed away on February 
14, 2021.  Gene was the father of Pamela Jean 
(Lenzmeier) Laughing Waters (’72), Paul Alan 
Lenzmeier, Peggy Ann “Annie” (Lenzmeier) 
Bergquist, Thomas Patrick Lenzmeier, Kevin John 
Lenzmeier, Gene Walter Lenzmeier, and Stefne 
Rae (Lenzmeier) Broz (’93).

Terryl “Terry” (Evert) Link passed away on 
January 31, 2021.  Terry was the sister of Daniel 
Evert (’67), Randy Evert, and Sheryl (Evert) Kurtti.

Lorie (Roper) Linstaedt passed away on 
November 1, 2020.  Lorie was the sister of Jackie 
(Roper) Lampe (’70), Jeff Roper (’72), Guy Roper, 
Jerome Roper, Keith Roper and the late Victoria 
(Roper) Volesky (’76).

Roger Loberg passed away on November 25, 
2020.  Roger was the husband of Sandra (Willits) 
Loberg (’57).

Duane Mastel passed away on February 13, 
2021.  Duane was the father of Paul Mastel (’88), 
Pamela (Mastel) Astrup (’91), and the grandfather 
of Lindsey Astrup (’23), Cailen Astrup (’24), and 
Anika Astrup (’28).

Ronald D. Mastrud passed away on February 
24, 2021.  Ron was the father of Lori (Mastrud) 
Bloch (’86), Greg Mastrud (’88), Lisa (Mastrud) 
Gramer (’91), Brenda (Mastrud) Lewis (’93), Chad 
Mastrud (’97), and Stacy (Mastrud) Rogen (’00).

Dr. Mark A. Mathison passed away on January 
21, 2021.  Mark was the father of Susan Mathison 
(‘81), Michelle (Mathison) Holmes (‘83), Chris 
Mathison (‘86), David Mathison (‘88), Brian 
Mathison (‘89), Kathryn (Mathison) Cole (‘92), 
Peter Mathison (‘94), and the grandfather of 
Trent Holmes, Eleanor Holmes, Paige Mathison 
(‘17), Cole Mathison (‘18), Anders Holmes, Megan 
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Mathison (‘21), Olivia Mathison (‘22), Rebecca 
Mathison (‘23), Kayla Mathison (‘23), Michael 
Mathison (‘25), Emily Mathison, Maryn Cole, 
Grant Mathison Johnson (‘27), Wilson Cole, 
Henrik Mathison and Harrison Mathison.

Judi McDonald passed away on March 9, 2021.  
Judi was the wife of Jerry McDonald (’60).

David Mears passed away on February 22, 2021.  
David was the father of Gary Mears (’87), Chad 
Mears (’91), and the grandfather of Colton Mears, 
Gunnar Mears, Quinn Mears, Owen Mears (’20), 
and Ava Mears (’24).

Laura Mae Noesen passed away on December 
5, 2020.  Laura was the wife of former Shanley 
teacher, coach, Athletic Director, and Dean of 
Students, Ron Noesen, and the mother of Susan 
Noesen, Theresa (Noesen) Jace (’80), Brenda 
(Noesen) Peppers (’83), and Rebecca (Noesen) 
Steinberg (’86).

Valeria Nystrom passed away on November 15, 
2020.  Valeria was the mother of Kirk Nystrom, 
Shari Nystrom, and Mark Nystrom (’85).

Geraldine “Gerry” Price passed away on March 
25, 2021.  Gerry was the mother of Kevin Price 
(’81), Lisa (Price) Schmidt (’87), Julie (Price) Welch 
(’89), and the grandmother of Katy Rose Price, 
Posy Price, Molly Schmidt (’16), Ryan Schmidt, 
Michael Welch (’21), and Joseph Welch (’24).

Mary Riley passed away on January 10, 2021.  
Mary was the mother of Patrick Riley (’68), Cheryl 
Riley (’75), Kevin Riley (’78), Mike Riley (’82) and 
the late Dennis Riley and Jerry Riley, Jr. (’85).

Ronald Sauer passed away on March 23, 2021.  
Ronald was the husband of Eileen (LaMont) Sauer 
(’66).

Helen Selzler passed away on November 30, 
2020.  Helen was the wife of Ronald Selzler (’59).

Kenneth Senn passed away on December 9, 
2020.  Kenneth was the husband of Rayetta 
(Gerardy) Senn (’59).

William “Bill” Sidner passed away on 
January 22, 2021.  Bill was the husband of Jackie 
(Daugherty) Sidner (’58).

Clayton Thurston passed away on January 21, 
2021.  Clayton was the father of Cooper Thurston 
and Jake Thurston (’88).

Mary Ellen Van Hook passed away on February 
17, 2021.  Mary Ellen was the wife of John Van 
Hook (’62).

Tom Walz passed away on December 1, 2020.  
Tom was the father of Jennifer Walz, Tony Walz, 
and Tom Walz (’00).

Michael “Mikey” Wold passed away on April 
9, 2021.  Mikey was the son of Michael Wold (’84) 
and the grandson of Don Wold (’61).

If you would like to inform classmates and other alumni of a loved one’s 
passing, please submit information either by phone or by email to:

 Joelle Shewey
 701-893-3225 or joelle.shewey@jp2schools.org.

Diocesan policy regarding reporting sexual abuse:
The Diocese of Fargo is committed to the protection of youth. Please report any incidents or suspected incidents of 
child abuse, including sexual abuse, to civil authorities. If the situation involves a member of the clergy or a reli-
gious order, a seminarian, or an employee of a Catholic school, parish, the diocesan offices of other Catholic entity 
within the diocese, we as that you also report the incident or suspected incident to Msgr. Joseph P. Goering, Vicar 
General, at (701) 356-7945 or to Larry Bernhardt, Victim Assistance Coordinator, at (701) 356-7965 or victimas-
sistance@fargodiocese.org. For additional information about victim assistance, visit: http://www.fargodiocese.org/
victimassistance/index.htm



As I write this, we are heading into the final quarter 
of the 2020-21 school year. What a unique and 
challenging year this has been for students and 
families and for our teachers and staff.  

This year has also been unique in another way.  
Our alumni and friends locally and from around 
the country have stepped up to say, “we’re here to 
help”. During uncertain times, the certainty that so 
many are willing to help was awe-inspiring.  This 
year there was a surge in philanthropic giving to 
our schools from our alumni, our JPII families, our 
Deacon Partners and friends.  Amazing levels of 
giving spirit we have not seen in many years.  Thank 
you does not begin to describe our gratitude to all 
of our supporters of our mission.  Take a look at the 
many generous milestones of caring we witnessed in 
20-21.

Big Hearts Giving

Our Giving Hearts Day was the biggest in our 
organization’s history.  Last year donors gave 700 
gifts during Giving Hearts Day which was itself 
a record breaker. This year that number grew to 
1200 gifts! What a blessing! There were a team of 
volunteers who were the wind beneath the wings 
of Joelle Shewey who directs our annual giving 
program, and the result was an all-time high of 
$475,000 in gifts including matching gifts from 
generous supporters.

And all this increased giving support came at 
a time when it has been so greatly needed. The 
Covid virus created new and understandable but 
temporary financial repercussions that thankfully 
were overcome through the support of so many. The 
blessings from all our generous benefactors inspire 
us so greatly. 

Giving to JPII Schools Reaches New Heights!

During our last fiscal year (ending 6/30/20) we 
were blessed with donations totaling $2.2 million 
and as of this writing for this 2021 fiscal year 
(ending 6/30/21), we are nearing $4.5 million 
and have not yet added the giving from our hugely 
successful 37th Annual Deacon Dinner Auction 
executed by Lee Hoedl. His 11th and final year at the 
helm!

One great highlight from the auction itself was the 
auction special project to benefit The Teacher Salary 
Endowment.  Prior to the night of the auction our 
campaign goal of $7 million for the Teachers Salary 
Endowment was seeming closer than ever with $4.5 
million in cash and pledges already raised. And 
then, thanks to an extraordinary challenge match of 
$1 million provided by four wonderful supporters 
for the night of the auction providing $2 for every 
dollar donated, the miracle happened. All of the $1 
million was matched thus achieving $1.5 million 
in cash and pledged matches.  That now brings our 
total endowment total in cash and pledges to $6.1 
million dollars! Absolutely phenomenal. Thank you 
to so many that helped us increase our ability to 
make permanent salary changes to teacher salaries 

Legacy Stories That Inspire Us AllLegacy Stories That Inspire Us All

John J. Klocke, CFRE
Director of Advancement

St. John Paul II Catholic Schools
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now and as the fund matures to full potential.

As we continue wrap up and get final numbers for 
this year’s auction. We tip our hats and extend 
heartfelt thanks to Lee Hoedl who has decided 
to step down from his auction role as his triplets 
Emily, Hannah and Nicholas head to their 
senior years.  We thank Lee’s wife Di and all of 
their family for supporting Lee in his great work 
over 11 years raising millions of dollars for JPII 
Schools.

Legacies of Love

Some other very inspiring discoveries came to us 
this year that we want to share. These are stories 
of individuals who left legacy gifts to us or who 
let us know that legacy gifts through their estates 
are in the planning stages for our future. I will 
share two of those and I hope they inspire you as 
they do all of us, to consider ways that you can 
transform our school beyond your own lifetime!

I’ll start with John Ermer (known by his family 
as Jack), a man I was fortunate to have met in the 
community. The planned giving portion of my 
job helping folks with giving from their estates, 
put me in touch with him in his CPA role on a few 
occasions.  I didn’t know him well, but I discovered 
he was a bachelor all of his life. I did know he 
was great at what he did helping folks with their 
finances.  He certainly did something special for 
St. John Paul II Catholic Schools through his own 
estate. 

John Ermer passed away on August 15th, 2020 
after bravely fighting a battle with pancreatic cancer 
for about a year and a half.  I had the chance to 
visit with him for a few minutes the year before he 
passed as he wanted to learn a little bit more about 
our Catholic Schools here.

I did not know at that time what John was thinking 
about. I later learned that John benefitted several 
Catholic charities including his home parish of The 
Church of Nativity, Fargo.  He also gave a legacy gift 
to St. John Paul II Catholic Schools.  It was a big 
help to our schools and he had trust in the schools 
to use the gift where the needs were the greatest.  

His gift of over $130,000 benefitted our schools in 
four different areas.  Part of it was used for the 

general support of our schools through the JPII 
Annual Fund for general needs of the school.  
Another portion went to debt reduction for our 
schools.  He had shared with me in our meeting 
the importance of our schools being debt-free 
and financially sound.  A third portion went to 
our maintenance and repair fund, a fund that is 
so vital. Finally, he gave a forever gift. He gave 
a portion to our general fund endowment that 
produces perpetual operational income every year. 
This makes his gift a real legacy because it will live 
on forever through the endowment, helping our 
schools wherever the needs are greatest.

So why did John choose us as one of the charities?  
I called up John’s brother, Father James Ermer to 
see if he could share a little bit about the man to 
see what he might share about the “why” of John’s 
giving.

Jack Ermer



“Jack and all of us kids benefitted from Catholic 
education grades 1-6 at St. Boniface Elementary in 
Walhalla, ND, Father Ermer said. 

 “And I really think he valued his education from 
The Presentation Sisters of Valley City (SMP). He 
saw faith was important to our folks too. They drove 
us kids 12 miles round trip getting us to school and 
12 miles round trip back home every day.”  

Father Ermer could see that his Catholic education 
instilled in Jack the value of education. Jack 
attended UND and after college studied for his CPA 
designation and so education was important as was 
working hard and being of service to others.  “He 
took his role of financial advisor seriously and was 
meticulous with the highest ethical standards.  His 
clients really appreciated that in him.”

According to Father Ermer that foundation of 
Catholic education affected his faith life in several 
ways.  “He became active serving as a proclaimer, on 
the finance council, and in the Knights of Columbus 
during his years at Nativity.  

According to Father Ermer, valuing faith and 
family and hard work made him a good all-around 
steward.  That showed in his regular trips back to 
the family farm to take care of the land.  

“When you really see the cascading effect of the 
Catholic education into all of the areas of his life, 
you can start to see that Jack valued his Catholic 
faith and wanted to give back.  He was a quiet 
man and none of us really knew that he planned to 
benefit several Catholic charities like he did.  And in 
addition, he benefitted family including nieces and 
nephews. I like to think that Jack’s example of faith, 
hard work and stewardship left all of us an example 
to follow.”

And now thanks to John Ermer, his love of his faith 
and his appreciation of his Catholic education, 
he will help future generations of Catholic school 
students attending St. John Paul II Catholic 
Schools. God bless John Ermer’s memory.

A Legacy in the Making

The next legacy story is one that is being built by 
Mark Olsonawski and is in the memory of Andi 
Olsonawski his wife who passed far too young after 

a five-year journey with cancer. Andi passed on 
June 23rd, 2020 but not before making a great 
impact on the world around her. Andi was born 
January 21, 1979 in Thief River Falls, MN to Jeff 
and Peggy (Breiland) Noel. She grew up in Stephen, 
MN where she attended Stephen-Argyle Central 
participating in many extra-curricular activities, but 
track and field is where she excelled. She continued 
her track and field career at North Dakota State 
University where she pursued a Bachelor’s degree 
in Physical Education and Health. Andi enjoyed 
success on the NDSU track and field team earning 
All-American honors seven times. This fall Andi will 
be inducted into the NDSU Athletic Hall of Fame.

Andi was united in marriage with Mark Olsonawski 
on May 17, 2002 at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Fargo, 
ND. They made their home in Moorhead where they 
had their 4 children: Noel, Aaron, Ryan, and Kate. 
Andi always said how thankful she was to stay home 
with her kids, and once they were all in school she 

Andi Olsonawski
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had the opportunity to substitute teach. She was 
a cheerleader for her kids in their activities and 
a great supporter of JPII Catholic Schools. Andi 
loved to travel. She always enjoyed lake time with 
Mark and the kids. She was also active in: Positive 
Coaching Alliance, Angels Hockey, and American 
Heritage Girls.

Andi had the unique ability to make an impression 
on everyone she met. So encouraging to all, she 
knew how to “fill your cup” and would always turn 
the spotlight away from herself. If you spent more 
than 5 minutes with her, you knew simply to “Do 
your best, and let God do the rest!”

Mark and I visited over the winter this year to 
talk about creating a lasting legacy for our schools 
in a number of ways in memory of Andi and in 
celebration of her family. All of her children are 
JPII students and so Mark wanted to start the 
process of building some different funds that 
would again be “forever gifts”. Mark was inspired 
by a book “The Legacy Journey” written by Dave 
Ramsey. 

Mark not only is building this lasting legacy but 
utilizing some great planning tools to maximize his 
financial stewardship.  Mark is building a legacy in 
three different areas. He has made a pledge to help 
teachers through our Teacher Salary Endowment. 
This gift will help retain and reward our wonderful 
teachers with a better salary at our schools in the 
hopes they can stay for their teaching careers. 

He also wanted to help students by creating the 
Andi Olsonawski Family Scholarship Endowment 
for students who would like to attend JPII Schools 
who might need a little financial assistance to do 
so. He learned that 30% of our students receive 
financial aid and that our schools will work 
with every family to make a Catholic education 
affordable. He hopes more families will ask for this 
help as he knows firsthand the value of a Catholic 
education for his kids.

Finally, Mark wanted to do something really “big” 
for our schools by being one of our debt champions.  
He knew from his Dave Ramsey course how 
important it is to eliminate debt. We talked about 
how eliminating all our JPII debt would free up new 
revenue every year to help our schools.  

Leveraging Matching Gifts

But what was most impressive was how Mark 
leveraged the power of matching funds to maximize 
his giving. His gift to the scholarship endowment 
was matched with a 50% gift from an area private 
foundation that rewards gifts to needs based 
scholarships benefitting students from grades 6-12. 
And his gifts to the Teacher Salary Endowment and 
debt retirement each received a dollar-for-dollar 
match from the Ron and Marlene Hoffart Family 
Matching Challenge.

Mark and his family are building a legacy over his 
lifetime in memory of Andi and he was also happy 
to share his gift plans by becoming a member of 
our Presentation Sisters Legacy Society.  This is 
a simple growing program where our alumni and 
friends who are planning an endowed gift or a 
planned gift through their estate can share their 
name and intentions to inspire others. Society 
members are also invited to a complimentary 
annual dinner event with President Hagstrom to 
socialize and celebrate philanthropy for our schools.

When Mark’s gift is complete there will also be a 
classroom named for Andi and her family.  Any 
gifts to our capital campaigns are eligible to be 
recognized through the naming of an area at 
Sullivan Middle School or Shanley High School. For 
a listing of naming opportunities through a gift to 
Teacher Salary, Debt Retirement, or the Shanley/
Sullivan school expansion project. Contact me 
anytime at john.klocke@jp2schools.org

So, wrapping up my column for this time, I must 
once again share my thanks to the over 1400 
alumni, businesses and friends that have made this 
year, one of the most blessed in many years!  

If you want to learn more about leaving a legacy 
through a scholarship endowment, or one of 
our campaign projects, feel free to email me                    
at John.Klocke@jp2schools.org or call me at           
701-893-3243.



40 THE DEACON / SPRING 2021

When you know the secret of 

throwing one, a boomerang 

always comes back to 

you. In the same way, our 

organization has a secret you 

may not know. It’s a charitable 

gift annuity. 

When you fund a charitable 

gift annuity with us, you get 

cash back at high, fixed annual 

rates that never change.

When you fund a charitable gift annuity, we agree to send you a check 
each year for as long as you live, based on your funding amount and 
your age at the time of funding. The payment amount never changes. In 
addition, you may also receive:

• An income tax deduction this year for part of the funding amount.

• If you fund it by transferring stock, some of your capital gains are 

eliminated, some spread over a number of years.

• After a lifetime of payments to you, any remaining funds automatically 

support our mission in your name.

Call John Klocke at 701-893-3243 or email at john.klocke@jp2schools.org 
to learn what your payment rate and tax benefits will be. When you do, 
ask about deferred charitable gift annuities and other options that may 
give you greater payments and tax benefits.

OUR CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY 
GIVES YOU PAYMENTS EVERY YEAR 

GUARANTEED FOR AS LONG AS YOU LIVE

BUILD YOUR LEGACY
WITH MANY

HAPPY RETURNS

Mail a request for your gift annuity 
rate using the envelope in this 
magazine.

Name:                                                    

Address:                                                 

City, State, Zip:                                     

                                                               

Phone:                                                  

1st Annuitant Birthdate:      /    /         

2nd Annuitant Birthdate:     /    /         
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2021-2022 Deacon Partners 
Program for Businesses

Diamond Partner - $15,000Diamond Partner - $15,000  ($13,000 tax deductible donation)

Package includes all the benefits of Gold, Silver & Bronze Partners plus
• School bus advertising on all JPII buses that shuttle students between our schools     

twice daily as well as some in-town and out-of-town activities.
• Diamond Sponsorship of the 2022 Shanley Dinner Auction (includes recognition and 

promotion as the Auction’s Diamond Sponsor in all materials leading up to & during the Auction, table         
signage, wall signage, catalog advertisement and Diamond Sponsor table for 8 guests at the Auction on   
April 30, 2022).

Gold Partner - $5,000 Gold Partner - $5,000 ($4,000 tax deductible donation)

Package includes all the benefits of Silver & Bronze Partners plus
• Signage in Sid Cichy Stadium.
• Advertising on ShanleyTV and Game Time radio advertising  during all sporting 

events!
• Full Table of 8 at the 2022 Shanley Dinner Auction, complete with premium    

wine service.

Silver Partner - $2,500Silver Partner - $2,500  ($2,000 tax deductible donation)

Package includes all the benefits of Bronze Partners plus
• Business name and logo in the JPII Schools Family Directory. 

(need to have commitment by September 15th)
• Business name and logo in the program for the Mike & Karen Hofer        

Deacon Award and Hall of Fame Awards Banquet
• Ad space on Shanley’s digital scoring table in McCormick Gymnasium (ad displayed once every 9 minutes).

Bronze Partner - $1,000Bronze Partner - $1,000  ($750 tax deductible donation)

Package includes all the benefits of Red + White Partners plus
• Business name and logo in the Deacon Newsletter (semi-annual publication) sent to all 

Parents, Alumni & Friends of JPII and our Annual Report publication.
• Business name and logo on the JPII website and Shanley Alumni website on a 

rotating basis.
• Business name and logo on the Weekly E-Newsletter sent to parents on a rotating basis.
• Table signage & full page color advertisement in the 2022 Shanley Dinner Auction catalog.

Platinum Partner - $10,000 Platinum Partner - $10,000 ($8,500 tax deductible donation)

Package includes all the benefits of Gold, Silver & Bronze Partners plus
• Platinum Sponsorship of the Orv Kelly Shanley Scramble (includes recognition and 

promotion as a Platinum Sponsor in all materials leading up to & during the golf                 
tournament, signage and team of 4 golfers).

• Ad space on Shanley’s digital scoring table in McCormick Gymnasium (ad displayed once every 3 minutes).

Red + White Partner - $500Red + White Partner - $500
($400 tax deductible donation)

• Cart Sponsor at the Orv Kelly Shanley Scramble
• Full page color advertisement in the 2022 Auction 

catalog

Deacon Partner - $250Deacon Partner - $250
($200 tax deductible donation)

• Hole Sponsor at the Orv Kelly Shanley Scramble
• Half page color advertisement in the 2022 Auction 

catalog

DEACON PARTNERS



Thank You for your support of the St. John Paul II Catholic Schools 
A Community Inspiring Excellence through Faith, Learning and Service

For more information about our Deacon Partners Program, visit our website at: jp2schools.org
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Business Name:       ____________________________________________________________________ 
Business Contact:  

Address:  

Telephone:  Email:  

Corporate Website (for linking):  

Deacon Partner Level:   
**Please send a high resolution copy of your company logo to Joelle.Shewey@jp2schools.org** 

 
 Payment in full  Invoice in semi-annual payments  Invoice in quarterly payments 
 
Payment Method: 
 Check (make check payable to JPII Schools) 
 Credit Card 

Visa Discover Master Card 
   
___ ___ ___ ___/ ___ ___ ___ ___/ ___ ___ ___ ___/ ___ ___ ___ ___ Exp: ___/ ___ CVC code: ____ 
 
 
Signature:  
Date:  
  
  

Questions? Contact Joelle Shewey 
At Joelle.Shewey@jp2schools.org or 701.893.3225 

*All advertising must be consistent with the mission of the JPII Catholic Schools… ‘to inspire excellence by teaching 
the total person and fostering the following of Christ, as taught by the Catholic Church.’ 

  

 
Thank You for your support of the St. John Paul II Catholic Schools 

A Community Inspiring Excellence through Faith, Learning and Service 

2021-22 JPII Deacon Partners 
Program for Businesses 
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Thank You to our Deacon Partners!

Thank You for your support of the St. John Paul II Catholic Schools 
A Community Inspiring Excellence through Faith, Learning and Service

For more information about our Deacon Partners Program, visit our website at: jp2schools.org

    KEN KRAFT AGENCY, INC.



ST. JOHN PAUL II CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
5600 25th Street South
Fargo, ND 58104

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

ATTENTION PARENTS OF DEACON ALUMNI:
If your Deacon Alum has a new address, please pass it on to us, so we can send them the Deacon.  
Phone: 701-893-3200 • Email: joelle.shewey@jp2schools.org  
Or mail to: ATTN: Joelle Shewey, JPII Catholic Schools Advancement Department, 5600 25th St. S., Fargo, ND 58104
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