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                                            July 2021 
 
Dear parents and guardians: 
 
This month is the 139th anniversary of the opening of the first Catholic school in Fargo in 1882. Thanks 
be to God for the graces of that great legacy of Catholic education. Thanks be to the generations of 
students, parents, staff members (lay, religious, priests), and friends for building that legacy of excellence. 
 
Just as previous generations prepared for each new school year, we, too, have been preparing in earnest 
and are soon in the home stretch of preparations for the 2021-22 school year. 
 
Our 2021-2022 opening day of school for students in grades 1-12 is Tuesday, August 24; younger 
students (Little Deacons-PK-K) will have their first full day on Thursday, August 26. Please review 
all the enclosed materials so your students are prepared to begin school. 
 
We are anticipating and planning for a “more normal” school year after the past year-and-a-quarter under 
the shadow of pandemic protocols. (Staff and older students have had the opportunity for vaccinations.) 
Mask-wearing, for example, will be optional, and some students and staff may choose that. Classrooms 
will return to their typical arrangement. Good hygiene practices will be encouraged. As with any 
communicable disease, the state and county will give us guidance on how to respond in the school 
community. 
 
Hybrid and distance learning options had their place last year, but we do not plan to offer them this year. 
We are committed to five days a week, in-person learning. Students who are absent for any reason 
(illness, trips, appointments, etc.) will be able to keep pace with learning thanks to our increased 
capabilities and experience with technology and communication.   
 
A successful school year always depends on many factors. Personal responsibility for the common good 
as well as for our own health and safety will be essential once again. The strength of relationships which 
characterize any Catholic school community also will be a key factor for accomplishing our mission. 
 
Parents, thank you in advance for your partnership, patience, and perseverance as we collaborate in our 
mission to educate the total person in body, mind, and spirit. Christ helps us integrate and elevate all 
aspects of our schools: academics, service, the arts, athletics, social events, and friendships. That 
integrating love of Christ is what makes our schools such a unique gift and treasure. Thank you for 
choosing to share this treasure with your children by enrolling them in St. John Paul II Catholic Schools. 
It’s time for another year of Catholic education. 
 
 
 
Mike Hagstrom 
President, St. John Paul II Catholic Schools 



 

Prayer for Catholic Schools 
(Used with permission from the University of Notre Dame’s “Alliance For Catholic Education”) 

 

Preface: … [W]e recognize that our lives and our work are totally dependent upon 
God.  Through prayer, we entrust to God our communities and all we do in service to Catholic 
schools, as we share Mary's conviction:   

"Nothing will be impossible for God" (Luke 1:37). 

 

       

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Let us pray:  

O Christ, our Teacher, 

You invite Your faithful people to make disciples in Your name and to announce good news to 
the poor.  We thank You for the gift of Catholic schools, where 

The message of Your life, death, and resurrection is proclaimed, 
Christian community is experienced, 
Service to our brothers and sisters is modeled, 
And worship of You is cultivated. 

Increase our zeal for ensuring that all children and families can benefit from a high quality 
Catholic education, and that Catholic schools grow in their ability to nurture the soul of our 
nation. 
 
We ask this through the intercession of Our Lady, Mother of Catholic Schools.  Amen. 

 


