
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Shanley Families,  

Each summer, Shanley parents and students need to verify they have read the 

Student/Parent Handbook before the year begins. I want to take this opportunity 

to draw attention to a few notable adjustments for the upcoming year. It’s our 

aim that these will help make the school environment more conducive to 

learning, mitigate distractions, and help form our students into mature, 

responsible disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Shanley Students received a Save the Date postcard this week. Please note the 

following update: 

 

August 24:  First Day of School: All School Mass     All Online Forms Due 
 

Academic Eligibility 

The handbook lists the dates that eligibility checks will be made. These have 

been increased to approximately every two weeks, as the concern has been that 

students were ineligible for a prolonged period of time, and there was less 

incentive to recover the grade promptly and regain eligibility. The reduced time 

between checks should encourage a more fervent effort to become eligible. The 

flip-side, however, is that a student can be deemed ineligible more frequently. 

Nevertheless, we think this approach will promote a more fervent academic 

pursuit. The handbook states: 

Eligibility checks for participation in co-curricular activities will be performed on 

the dates listed below at 8:00 am. Any students with a failing grade will be 

ineligible to compete, but may practice with the team. They may regain eligibility 

only upon the subsequent check. Students failing the Q2 & Q4 check will be 

ineligible for a period of two weeks. (34) 

 

Mobile Phones 

Mitigating distractions and bolstering attention is one of the primary duties of 

managing a classroom. Electronic devices make for one of the most complicating 

challenges to this task. Mobile phones with their limitless applications are 

uniquely positioned to distract students. Since all our students have iPads that 

have reasonable limitations for applications and can more readily be monitored 

by teachers, the benefits of mobile phones in the classroom are negligible. The 

drawbacks far outweigh the opportunities. Therefore, students will not be 

permitted to use mobile phones for any purpose in the classroom, including 

down time. The handbook states: 
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Check out the Activities Calendar 
for all of this week’s athletic 

activities: 
https://www.easterndakotaconf
erence.org/public/genie/187/sc

hool/1/ 
 
 

Check out ShanleyTV for a 
schedule of televised games 
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Cell phones are prohibited from being used in classrooms during the entire duration of the class period in order to 

foster a more focused, and concentrated academic atmosphere. Phones used in violation of this expectation will 

be confiscated by the teacher, turned into the office, and returned at the conclusion of the school day. 

Repeated violation of this policy can result in detention or the phone being confiscated for an additional day. (10) 

Finals 

Each of the semesters will conclude with several days of final tests. All students will be required to take first 

semester finals, but may earn exemption from second semester finals. If a student has a B- or higher for the third 

and fourth quarters combined, in addition to 10 or fewer tardies for the whole year in all classes combined, they 

will earn an exemption from second semester finals. This accommodation should promote a more concerted effort 

to do well during the semester, as well as promote prompt attendance at class. The full details can be found on 14 

of the handbook. 

Dress Code 

Purchasing uniform shirts and pants from our single-vendor has been postponed one additional year. There are, 

however, a few other dress-code related items that need to be brought into greater order this year. It’s always been 

the goal that the dress code can eliminate social pressure to focus on superficial appearances, and rather help the 

students to focus on more worthy areas, such as intellectual, spiritual, and athletic pursuits. Additionally, the dress 

code should be formative, that is, the dress code itself should help form our students to present themselves 

instinctively as a mature, Christian gentleman or lady. With this in mind, the following accommodations have been 

made to the handbook: 

Boys 

All boys must be clean-shaven.  

Sideburns cannot extend past the earlobe. 

Hair should be off the eyebrows and off the collar. 

Hairstyles that draw attention are prohibited, and color must be of a natural hair color.  

 

Girls 

Hairstyles that draw attention are prohibited, and color must be of a natural hair color.  

Skirts are to fall no shorter than 4 inches above the knee. (30) 

 

When purchasing skirts from the vendor, high schoolers should be purchasing the “young womens” style rather 

than the “girls” style. The young women’s style is cut longer, and will fall within the policy that requires the cut be 

no more than 4 inches above the knee. Monitoring the length of a girl’s skirt is admittedly an uncomfortable task 

for our teachers. I ask for your help, that at the top of the year, parents ensure their daughters arrive at school in a 

skirt with a length that will fall within the school policy. 

Prom Attire 

We are in the process of drafting a policy for prom attire. Please do not purchase any clothing for prom until this 

policy has been finalized. 

Finally, you’ll be receiving (or may already have) a “save the date” card in the mail. Listed are all the important 

events as the school year slowly (quickly?) approaches. Be sure to make note of those dates. 

Have a blessed August! We look forward to seeing all the students in a few quick weeks. 

In Christ, 

 

Fr. Kyle Metzger 

Principal 

https://www.globalschoolwear.com/


 
Parent Helpers needed for Picture Day – August 19 & 23 

If you are interested in being a Parent Helper for Picture Day, please email Megan Wiesneski, Administrative Assistant, 

megan.wiesneski@jp2schools.org. Parent Helpers will be working with the team from Scherling Photography.  

Scherling will give free pictures for helping out. 
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