
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Shanley Families, 

The course catalogue of Shanley includes numerous course titles you’ll 
find in our public-school counterparts: physics, English, geometry, etc. Are 
they the same classes? In one sense, yes. There isn’t a Catholic physics and 
a secular physics. There is simply physics, right? 

Perhaps. 

Although there isn’t a Catholic physics, there is a case to be made for what 
is emphasized in that physics class at a particular school. And also what is 
ignored. Certainly the name Johannes Kepler, for example, would appear 
on a public school physics exam. He was a German astronomer, 
mathematician, and philosopher of the seventeenth century, highly 
influential in the scientific revolution. But I wonder whether a public-
school physics class would explore his profound spiritual faith that gave 
rise to his physics. Kepler described his new astronomy as “celestial 
physics.” It was precisely due to his robust Christian faith in an ordered, 
created world by an intelligible God who could be studied and known that 
animated his physics. So there’s not a Catholic physics per se, but there is 
a physics that knows its Christian contributions and one that ignores it. 

At Shanley, we don’t ignore the contributions of the Catholic faith to the 
secular disciplines. In fact, we highlight them. Let me offer an illuminating 
example I witnessed just this week. 

World history. First period. Sophomore class. I sat in the back for one of 
my formal observations I make for teacher development. Having finished 
the Renaissance period the week prior, the class was in the early days of a 
new unit on the scientific revolution. They reviewed some of the elements 
that allowed for the advent of the revolution such as the technological 
developments in instruments such as the telescope and printing press. 
The discussion crescendoed to the great contributions of the famous 
astronomer Galileo. The astronomer famously proclaimed a heliocentric 
theory of the solar system, a sun-centered theory as an alternative to the 
prevailing geocentric theory of the day, the erroneous theory that the 
Earth is the center of the solar system. 

The teacher then asked students to take out their reading homework from 
the night before. Brilliantly, the class was assigned to read selections from 
“Starry Messenger,” the text written by the astronomer himself. Galileo 
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details what he saw through his telescope as he viewed the startling surface of the moon. He muses on his 
other findings, such as the multiple moons he observed circling Jupiter. I hope parents can appreciate the 
value of reading this primary text of Galileo himself, rather than another’s summary of Galileo research. 
This is a hallmark of a Catholic liberal education. We don’t simply read anthologies or summaries; we 
read the authorities themselves, in their own words. We don’t read about Galileo. We read Galileo. 

But there’s more.  

It’s no secret that critics of the Catholic Church will quickly raise the issue of the Church’s response to 
Galileo’s findings, that the Church condemned his science and locked him away. It’s the tired, worn 
position that the Church is opposed to science, and the Galileo controversy is the most damning evidence. 
What more fitting time to confront this accusation than in the history class itself, in the time and context 
of when the controversy played out? 

So immediately after reviewing Galileo’s own words in “Starry Messenger,” that is, his accurate depiction 
of the solar system, the class took out the other assigned reading, a document written by St. Robert 
Bellarmine. At the time Cardinal Bellarmine was the prefect of the Holy Office. This is the department of 
the Vatican that is responsible for doctrinal accuracy. This office still exists to this day, though under a 
different name, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

When someone makes the accusation, “The Church silenced Galileo,” what do they mean? It would mean 
the Church issued a document condemning his theories and forbidding their dissemination. Who would 
issue that document? Cardinal Bellarmine. The Shanley sophomores read his very words on this most 
popular and controversial issue of Church history. What they encountered in the text was far from a 
condemnation and silencing of Galileo. Far from a fiery rebuke, it was a very measured, but admittedly 
cautious question of his theories. But Cardinal Bellarmine himself acknowledges that if Galileo proves his 
theories accurate, it is the responsibility of the Church to reconcile them to the scriptural accounts of 
creation with great care. Rather than issuing a rebuke to his theories, he’s calling both disciplines – faith 
and astronomy – to talk to each other, to dialogue, for the two to make the other stronger. 

You don’t get that depth of understanding from an anthology. You have to go to the sources themselves. 
This illustrates the inestimable value of reading primary sources. We don’t read about Galileo and 
Bellarmine. We read Galileo and Bellarmine. And in this instance, reading them together puts the 
controversy in a much different light, one far more nuanced and far more accurate than the prevailing 
simplistic stereotypes. 

I hope you can appreciate that this did not happen in religion class, in a detached discussion on the battle 
between faith and reason. This lesson took place in a sophomore world history class, in the proper 
historical context of when it happened, and reading the primary texts of the men themselves. I wonder if 
the sophomores realize the caliber of instruction they received. And this was one lesson. This is what a 
Catholic liberal arts education provides. 

Tragically, none of this will be captured on a transcript. This class will simply display as “World History, 1 
credit.” That is the same information as any other high school transcript in the city. But you’d be hard 
pressed to find the caliber of instruction in other world history classes in the city when covering the 
scientific revolution. 

In Christ, 
Fr. Kyle Metzger 

  



RAISERIGHT NEWS 
 

Last chance to take advantage of RaiseRight Day is today, November 18.  Stock up for your holiday shopping 
needs now. Bonuses apply to e-cards and reloadable cards. 

Make sure to sign up for RaiseRight as you start your Christmas Shopping and save on tuition for next year. Go 
to www.RaiseRight.com and click Join a Program and enter the enrollment code: 188C3CA346755 to get 

started. 
RaiseRight orders may be dropped off in the Shanley/Sacred Heart School main office. They will be filled and 

sent home with your student. 
Physical cards are available at Hurley’s Religious Goods Monday through Friday 9:00am to 5:00pm and 

Saturdays from 9:00am to 1:00pm. 
To order special low denominations cards or if you have any questions regarding the RaiseRight program, 

contact Janelle Pederson at 701-371-0512 or Janelle.pederson@jp2schools.org. 
 

Bandstravaganza IX 
All JPII families and friends are invited to attend Bandstravaganza on Sunday, November 20! The concert starts promptly 

at 2:00 pm and will take place in the McCormick (main) gymnasium. 

Please come out and support the 180 JPII Band students in grades 6-12. Many of you heard the high school pep band 
playing to increase school spirit and cheer on the football team this season, all the way to winning the state 

championship! Come hear them and all the band students and support their musical efforts. 

The band program is in need of new music stands and other items and hope to raise $5,000. During the concert there will 
be a collection fundraiser for the bands, accepting cash or online donations via QR code available on Sunday. After the 

show, all are invited to a free social with refreshments in the Commons. 

There will also be a free-will donation Bake Sale of items made by the band students following the concert. Come pick out 
some great treats for the upcoming Thanksgiving Holiday! 

 

 

 

 

 
  

FROM THE COUNSELING OFFICE 
 

Colleges visiting: 
 

ND Air National Guard – Nov. 21 during lunch 
Naval Academy – Nov. 21 during lunch 
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Chaplain’s Corner: March for Life 2023 
  

Dear Shanley & Sacred Heart Students and Parents, I would like to give some space in my Chaplain’s corner to notify 
you of our plans for the March for Life in 2023. There will be two Marches this year, the annual March for Life in D.C. which I 
am happy to announce we are going to continue this year, as well as the N.D. March for Life in Bismarck. Our staff have been 
working over the past months to organize the details and I want to pass on the information to you all in this week’s newsletter.   
  

D.C. March for Life Pilgrimage – Open to all Shanley High School Students  
  

The dates for the D.C. March for Life Jan. 18th – Jan. 22nd  
Last night we held our initial planning meeting for the 2023 March for Life. Students have received the basic 

information about this year’s March for Life Pilgrimage in their Religion Classes this week. I will include links to the Working 
Itinerary & Consent Form in the newsletter. Registration opens on Monday, November 28th. On the 28th, students can start 
submitting their Consent Forms and Initial Deposit [$200] to secure their spot on this year’s March. A completed Consent Form 
& Deposit are needed to complete your registration. Registration will be on a first-come basis, all forms should be submitted to 
the Main Office and applications that are complete will be time-stamped and collated. Once we have reached our student quota 
for the trip, we will waitlist any further applications. Please look for announcements in the coming weeks about opportunities to 
fundraise. Please reach out to Fr. Slattery if there are any questions.   
  
Here is the Link for information on the D.C. March for Life [these forms will also be available in the Main Office & Fr. 
Slattery’s Office]  
Commitment Form  
  
2023 D.C. March for Life Itinerary    
  

N.D. March for Life – Open to all Sacred Heart & Shanley Students  
  

Date: Friday, January 20th   
The North Dakota Catholic Schools are organizing a March for Life at our State Capitol in Bismarck. We are organizing 

a trip to participate in the 3rd Annual ND March for Life and information about this opportunity will be sent out to students and 
families after our Thanksgiving Break. This March will be open to all Shanley and Sacred Heart Students. If you are interested in 
having your student attend, please mark January 20th in your calendar and look for more information after our Break!   

  
Weekday Mass Intentions: 11/21 – 11/23  
  
Monday:  No Mass  
Tuesday:  No Mass  
Wednesday: +Mary Noah [SHMS 8:40 – SHS 10:06] @ A&J [weather dependent]  
Thursday:  Thanksgiving Break  
Friday: Thanksgiving Break  
  
Adoration & Confession Schedule: 11/21 – 11/23  
  
Monday:  No Adoration & Confessions  
Tuesday:  7:00am – 8:00am (Confessions 7:30-7:55)  
Wednesday: No Adoration & Confessions  
Thursday: Thanksgiving Break  
Friday:  Thanksgiving Break  
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HEALTH OFFICE NEWS 
 

Cold and Flu season is now here. If your child is sick, please keep them home. 

If your child has a contagious disease or illness, this exclusion from school 
criteria must be followed: 
Fever: Following any fever over 100.4 degrees, a child should remain at home 
until he/she has been fever free for at least 24 hours without the use of over-the-
counter products (i.e. Motrin, Ibuprofen, Tylenol, Acetaminophen-never give a 
child aspirin). Note that during the early morning hours, a child's temperature 
will often register at normal, whereas later in the day it may rise again. This is 

one reason why a child needs a period of at least 24 hours without an elevated temperature before returning to 
school. 
Vomiting or Diarrhea: Children who have been suffering from vomiting and/or diarrhea need a period of time to 
regain strength before returning to school. Children should be kept at home for a minimum or 24 hours after the 
last bout of vomiting and/or diarrhea. 
Strep Throat: Children should remain at home for 24 hours after the start of antibiotic therapy. If they return 
before being on antibiotics for 24 hours, they may still be contagious to others 
 
Remind your child to wash their hands, cough into their arm, and to not share a water bottle/drink with others. 
 
Thank you! 

 
 

EDUCATION IN VIRTUES  
Grades 6-12  

      November 21 Virtue of the week: AFFABILITY 

Know It: Being easy to approach and easy to talk to - friendly. 

Live It: Smile; acknowledge the presence of others; take time to listen to others. 
Smile; acknowledge the presence of others, both peers and adults; try to see 
Jesus in others. 

Pray It: Jesus, King of my Heart, You were kind to the little children who came to You. 
Be my strength as I try to be good to all those I am with today. Amen. 

Saint of the Week: St. Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother, model of AFFABILITY; pray for us. 

 
  

 

 Thanksgiving Break 
 

The JPII main offices will be closed during the Thanksgiving holiday. 

  

 

 



FILL THE DOME 

ONLINE DONATION 
https://jp2schools.ejoinme.org/fillthedome 
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